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THE SPEAKER took the Chair at
3-30 o'clock p.m.

PRAYERS.

PAPFERS PRE SE NTED
By the MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: By-

laws under the Railways Act.

QUESTION-MIDLAND RAILWAY
LANDS.

Mn. S. F. MOORE asked the Premier:
In view of the proposed purchase by the
Government of the Midland Railway and
land concession, how does the Government
propose to deal with those men who have
purchased land from the Midland Com-
pany, partly paid for same, partly corn
plet ed improvements, but have not 'Yet
received a title or the formal sanction of
the Government ?

THE PREMIER replied> Any person
who has entered into a contract with the
Midland Railway Co. for the purchase of
any area, of land should have recourse to
that company for the fulfilment of the
contract.

QUESTION-RAILWAY RATES, OIL
FUEL.

Mn. HORAN asked the Minister for
Railways: s. Has he had received any
request from the Standard Oil Trust of
America or Their representatives asking
for a concession in railway rates for the
conveyance of oil fuel to the goldfields?
2, If so, what action does he propose to
take'?

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: iand z, No.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by MR. GORDON, leave of
absence for one fortnight granted to the
member for Greenough (Mr. Nanson), on
the ground of ill health.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
SIXTH DAY OF DEBATE.

Resumed from the previous day.

STATEMENT By THE PREMIER.

THE PREMIER (Ron. H. ]3aglish):
Before the debate on this subject pro-
ceeds, I wish to state that the Govern-
ment accept the second amendment
moved to the Address-in-Reply as a
motion of no confidence. I wish, there-
fore, only to point out that in the opinion
of the Government it is very desirable
that the question at issue, that is the life
or death of the Government, in the inter-
ests of the country be brought to a final
issue as soon as possible.. With that
object in view, it is our intention to
avoid prolonging the debate in any way.
except to this extent, that when an attack
is made on the Ministry that seems to
demand a reply, the giving of that reply
shall be purely and simply in defence of
ourselves and our administration. We
are quite prepared to do all we can to
hasten the conclusion of the debate, so
that this Government or some other
Government can get to the solid business
9f the country as soon as possible. There
is a large amount of work to be done this
session. If the Government proposals
are to he adopted there is necessarily a
large amount of work to be done; and
also, if these proposals are replaced by
some other proposals to be submitted by
the leader of the Opposition or by the
member for West Perth. We find that
hon. members in most instances are
fully aware how they intend to vote on
the question. We are prepared to sit to
any hour the House may agree to sit to;
and I propose, if the debate be continbued
during next week to any length, to move
next Tuesday that the days of sitting be
increased, so that the work of the coun-
try may be grappled with. I make this
statement so that members may help the
Government in bringing the debate to a
conclusion.

MR. SPEAKER: I wish to direct
members' attention to the fact that under
the rules of debate the debate must be
confined to the question raised in the
amendment, which is the only question
before the House; but on considering the
matter, I have come to the conclusion that
probably it will facilitate discussion and
shorten debate if I allow some latitude in
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discussing the amendment. It may save
some debate after the amendment has
been disposed of. 1 hope members will
clearly understand that is not to be taken
as a precedent, because the rules of
debate strictly lay down that the only
subjects that can be discussed are the
subjects outlined in the amendment. So
I hope this will not be taken as a prece-
dent.

Tim MINISTER FOR LANDS AND
EDUCATION (Hon. T. H. Bath):
As one of the two members who has
joined the ship of State as one of
its officers, I did expect when taking
our seats that we should bare to repel a
privateeriug cruise from one side of the
House; but I did not think we should
have to repel boarders on one side, and,
before the debate bad gone very far we
should have to repel boarders on the
other side. I should say the speech
delivered last night has made the politi-
cal situation very interesting, and it has
certainly made it appear that with the
two attacks from different corners of the
House, the Government have little hope
in succeeding. As far as I am concerned
I wish to say that I attach the greatest
importance to the attack that has been
delivered by the constitutional Opposi-
tion in this House; and before I deal
with any remarks made by the member
for West Perth -remarks which the
Premier has declared he regards as a
vote of want of confidence-I wish first
to address myself to some of those criti-
cisms and some of those charges levelled
against us by those on the Opposition
benches. En the first place I suppose I
should, with all courtesy, acknowledge
the congratulations of the member for
Boulder. At the same time, I recognise
that the honey merely hid the gall, and
that the hon. member expressed astonish-
ment at myself and my colleague on my
right being re-elected by our electors. I
do not wish to be outdone in courtesy, and
I am prepared to reciprocate the surpnise
should the bon. member for Boulder be
re-elected for that constituency. I am
prepared to go farther and say, I shall
be much more surprised and astonished
if, should this expedition against the
Treasury bench be successful and the
member be called on to participate in
the spoils, he enjoys the honour a day
longer than the day on which the elec-

tion is to be held. For my part, other
than a desire to work off his elephantine
facetiousness, I cannot understand what
reason the member had to speak. I do
say the statements which the member
made in regard to the one matter to
which I am desirous to direct attention
were to a. considerable extent made up
of inaccuracies.

Ma. HOPKINS: Your officers supplied
the information.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: it
seems to me that the hon. gentleman,
when he is not erratic-and he is erratic
very often-is melodramatic. Ue is a
sort of political Deadwood Dick, hurling
defiance in those high sounding plati-
tudes which, after all, are all sound and
fury, signifying nothing. It has been
stated in connection with the application
for a permit to run a firewood tramway
to the south-west and west of Lakeside,
that I have done something which I
ought not to have done, and that I have
been unnecessarily hurried in connection
with the application. In order that
members may be fully seized of the
whole details in connection -with this
matter, I hope they will bear with me for
a time if I have to deal, to some extent,
with what is ancient history. Some
time in 1901 a private Bill was sub.
mitted to Parliament on behalf of the
Hampton Plains Company for the pur-
pose of constructing a railway-not a
tramway-to their territory. It was to
be a railway in everyv sense of the term,
to carry freight and passengers as well as
timber; and it was put forward by the
attorney for that company, aind intro-
duced in Parliament by the late Mr.
Justice Moorhead, then member for
North IMurchison. A great deal of
opposition was shown to that Bill, the
member for Boulder being one to oppose
it, and when the matter was discussed in
Parliament, the Bill was defeated. On
26th August, 1902, Mr. Graham Price,
as attorney for the company, who before
bad been interested in the private Bill,
applie-d under the amending Laud Act
of 1902 and the regulations thereunder
for a permit to construct a timber tram-
way .10 miles long, slightly to the east of
south of Lakeside. That application
was accompanied by the usual deposit
representing one half-year's rent at X2 a
mile, the same as paid by other corn-
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pan operating in a similar manner.
The proposal went along and it actually
meaclied this stage, that Dr. Jamneson,
who was then Minister for lands, put
forward a Cabinet minute recommending
that the permit be granted at a rental of
£22 per mile per annum. The permit
had been signed by His Excellency the
Administrator, when the member for
Menzies (Mr. Gregory), then Minister
for Mines, stated in a m inute that while
he could see no objection to the proposed
tramway, he did object that the promise
made that before these permits were
granted they should he referred to the
Mines and Railways Departmentsg had
not been carried out, and consequently
the matter was held over. Then the
matter was referred back by the Premier
to the Lands Department. The Under
Secretary for Lands explained the way
in which the permit had gone forward,
and it was then decided to submit it to
the Mines Department, the Railway De-
partment, and the Firewood Tramways
Advisory Board. The Firewood Tram-
way' s Advisory Board told the Minister
that they-could see no objection to the
application being approved, and the
board included in the report these re-
marks:-

To the knowledge of the board, the timber
is cut out for a distance of about seven miles
fron Lakeside, and beyond that there is no
danger of the permission clashing with the
rights granted to Mr. Teesdale Smith.

Those rights mentioned there, granted to
Mr. Teesdale Smith, were the rights to
construct a similar firewood tramway to
the south-west of Lakeside, which had
been passed through, and which it was
found afterwards Mr. Teesdale Smith
had not proceeded with. The application
proceeded so far in regard to the Consent
to the permit being given to Mr. Graham
Price, that he actually called on the
Commissioner of Railways (Mir. George) to
buy rails, and Mr. George at once jum ped
To the conclusion, or he said in a minute,
that this was a similar proposal to one
which had been defeated in Parliament,
and he called the attention of bis Mlinister
to the fact. He said that, for reasons
which they knew, it should not be
granted. Those reasons ars not set
forth, but I am under the impression
that at that time they thought it was
the first instalment of a Norseman or

Esperance railway, and therefore they
did ntview the project with approval.
When this matter was brought before
the Minister for Railways, he passed it
on to the Premier. The Premier com-
municated with the Under Secretary for
Lands, and he minuted that the permit
was going forward for Cabinet approval.
Then the Premier sent a minute to Dr.
Jameson. Minister for Lands, telling him
to do nothing in the matter until it was
talked over. There is no report of the
conversation which ensued, but I presume,
however, that from that talking over it
was decided that the proposal should not
go forward, and, as a result, the Minister
for Lands instructed the Under Secretary
to write refusing the application. Then
on 6th March Mr. Graham Price wrote
to the Premier protesting against the
refusal, and pointing out the difference
between this application and the Hampton
Plains Railway, a difference which should
have been evident to those who were
dealing with the matter, but a difference
which the Commissioner of Railways
would not or could not see. Mr. Graham
Price in that letter also referred to
the fact that a similar application had
been granted to Mr. Teesdale Smith,
member of Parliament, and in the course
of his letter he used the following signi-
ficant language-

Indeed, if one had not every confidence in
your Government individually and collectively.
such refusals would tend to give the iinpres-
sion that the regulations governing these
applications had been drafted and approved
for the exclusive use of a certain section of
the community, and that one of the privileges
of an M.P. is to be able to obtain permission
for an undertaking which is denied a private
citizen.

Then the Premier (Mr. James) wrote
asking for information re this permit to
Mr. Teesdale Smith. lHe said he had
neve~r heard of it before. On 10th March
the member for Boulder- (Mr. Hopkins)
first appears in the file as Minister for
Lands, and he wrote the following
minute:

The Hon. the Premier-You will remember
the late Mr. Moorhead introducing a private
Bill to autboriss the construction of a railway
from Lakeside into the Hampton Plains
territory. I was one of those chiefly respons-
ible for its being defeated. The reasons
which actuated me, and I think ether nets-
hers, was because it is in opposition to the
settled railway policy Of tbe State. 2, Mr. H.
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T. Smith, M.L.A., has been granted the right
to construct a trainline from Lakeside south
as shown in folio 26 (tranmline). No objection
was raised to Smith's application, and I take
it that those persons w.ho objected to the rail-
way concession would offer no objections to the
application of Price. 3, There is a distinct
difference, between a w'ood tramway of wvhich
Parliament has apprvd an ariwa eon-
cession of which no peLrohS apprve ,d. 4,
The Commissioner for Railways states that
the line is practically the sme as the one pro-
posed in Parliament, and it was thrown out.
I think I have explained the difference. Con-
tinuing, Mr. George states that the effect of
this tramline, would be to take away freight
from the other portions of the system. Whilst
that may be true, is it reasonable to ak the
mining companies to carry timber 40 or 50
miles when agood supply is inclose proximity P
[Ma. HOPKINS: Rear, hear, that was my
argument the other night.) 5, The Tramways
Board recommended this application, and I
indorsed their finding.
The Tramways Board recommended that
application at £22 per mile, and the hon.
gentleman indorsed their finding.

MR. HOPKINS: I Say nothing about
the rental there. The rental is not
mentioned.

THE: MINISTER FOR LANDS: You
say you indorsed. their finding, and if so
you indorsed it with regard to the rental.

MR. HOPKINS: The rental is not
referred to in that minute.

Ma. N. J. MOORE: Is the £2 per mile
part of the regulation?

Mn. HOPKINS: Yes. The rate charged
on all tramrways.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
minimum. I admit it was the rate that
was charged.

MR. N. J. MOORE: Laid down in the
regulations ?

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: Laid
down in the regulations, and the rate
fixed for every timber concession else-
where; but I wish to point out to the
member for Boulder that he agreed to
the finding of the board to grant that
tramway at £02 per mile.

MR. HonIxNg: Pardon me; I never
mentioned £2 a mile.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
hon. member agreed to grant it under
regulation.

MR. HOPKINS : The hon. gentleman
knows the file discloses something dif-
ferent.

TaE MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
have the file, and will place it on the
table.

Ma. HOPKINS : Your chief promised
to place it on the table on Tuesday last.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Premier wrote to the Minister for
Lands:-

Teconcession granted to Mr. Smith appears
'to avebeengratedbefore we decided

that applications should come before Cabinet.
The fact of that concession being made
strengthens the position of Mr. Price. 2, Now
that Mr. Price's application is being recon-
sidered, the matter should be referred again
to (5) the Mines and (2) the Commissioner of
Railways, for report. 3, When these reports
are to hand, Cabinet must reconsider the
question as to the rent to be charged. These
valuable concessions should rot be granted
for mere nominal sums. In any case, when
permission is granted, the full length of the
line allowed Should be specified; extensions
should be coatrolled.

Mn. HOPKINS : The whole of which
was the outcome of a Cabinet discussion.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
whole of which was the outcome of the
intervention of the Premier.

ME, HOPKINS: That is your assertion.
THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: That

is my impression of the matter. I say
that the bon. member was prepared to
grant it for £2 per mile.

Ma. HOPKINS: Not So.
THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: This

matter was brought forward, and the
question of the increased rental was con-
sidered.

MR. HOPKINS: Not so.
THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: This

the Minister for Lands amended as
follows:

Be tramway from Lakeside and the applies.
tion of Mr. Graham Price. Will you please
peruse pages 13, 14, and 15, making your
observations and pass on to Minister for
Railways.
Mr. Gregory, then Minister for Mines,
stated:

I agree with you that this application is not
at all similar to the Bill introduced into
Parliament for theconstruetion of the Hampton
Plains Railway. This is for a timber tramway
only, and the fact that it is in the interests of
the Hampton Plains Company sihould make no
difference to us. My desire is to see timber
supplied at the cheapest rate to the mines. I
cannot see how an injustice can be done to
anyone by granting the right, and therefore
indorse my previous recommendation.

That was the Minister for Mlines at the
time. Thea the Commissioner of Rail-
ways raised the same objections On the
score of interference with the railwa 73
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which be hia raised on previous occasions.
Eventually he submuitted it to his Minis-
ter, who approved of the proposal, sub-
ject to the railway departmental interests
being protected. Then tire Minister for
Lands (Hon. J. KM. Hopkins) sent this.
minute to Cabinet-

I think this Mie has run the gauntlet of
numerous departments, and must nowv face
Cabinet. 2, I submit that this tramway can-
not be deemed a competitor with the State
railway, inasmuch as it does not eater for all
time with the timber trade from other parts'
.3, The railways have had the first say, and
have cut out for a radius almost beyond pay-
able firewood limits. 4, If the Government
will not construct the line, then the applicant
should be permitted to do s5'. 5, The mining
industry is not capable of bearing too many
burdens. In the refusal of this permit we
may insure to the railways the wood traffic,
but -we incur additional ox pe~nse to the mines,
which as a. matter of policy may be more
hurtful to our industrial progress than the
profit on our firewood traffic of to-dsay is
worth. 6, The estimated loss of revenue
should have been disclosed. To me it is an
unknown quantity. If email in the aggregate,
it is unworthy to mention. If, on the contrary,
it is large, then so mutch the better for the
mines. 7, This we can regulate by an in-
creased rental.
The Premier (Ron. Walter James)
mninuted thereon.

I think tha~t these concessions should be
discouraged; and, if granted, should be com-
peted for.
Then the Premier minuted certain terms
on which he Considered the license might
be granted:

r, License may be granted on terms that no
extension over private or Crown lands without
c-onsent of Government. 2, License fee per
mile to be settled so as to apply to all such
concessions. 3, Minister fur Lands to look
into this matter- 4, Wood to be cut and
forest cleared within five miles on either side.
S. Length of line to be settled by Minister so
as to end two miles within forest. 6, All
timber to be carried over Government Rail-
ways from Lakeside to destination. 7, License
fee to be payable on whole mileage whether
Crown lands or private.

These terms were submitted to the M1in-
ister for Lands (Hon. J. 1%1. Hopkins),
who sent them to his Under Secretary
with this minute:-

Please note, and order that the conditions
enumerated by Cabinet are added to the deed
empowering the construction of this tram-
way. 2, We must go into the question of fees
for this tramway, which is to be at per mile,whether over Crown lands or private estates.
I am disposed to think that the rates charged

have been in some instances very light, that
is compared with the value of the concession.

Then tbere were Some returns in regard
to the quantity of timber and the revenue
per wile likely to be derived by the State.
These are estimated by the Minister as
follows:

Wood-cutters' licenses, £2t 7s. 9d.; wood-
carters' ditto, s. 2d.; rent of tramway, .£2.
Total, £6 12s. lid.
So even in that minuto the Minister
seemed to regard £2 as the rental.

MR. HOPKINS: That was the fixed
rent charged uJ) to that period, and the
hon. member knows it.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS:
I have already said that I know it.

MR. iloplciw: The'n why misrepresent
me ?

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
say that the Minister was ready to grant
the concession at £2 per mile. A fter some
communications; between the Minister,
Under Secretary, and Forest Ranger
Kelso, the Under Secretary was in-
structed to proceed with the application
at a rental fee of £20 per mile, and pay-
ment of an application fee for inspection
or survey. If termns not accepted, Con-
cession to be submitted to competition.

Afn. HOPKiIS: Who wrote that minute
which you are reading?

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS:- This
is not a mninute: it is the result of the
communications of the forest ranger, the
Under Secretaryv, and the Minister.

MR Guscony:- It must be signed by
somebody.

Tnfei M INISTER FOR LANDS: No;
this is my abstract. I could read all the
minutes; but do not wish to tire the
House and to take up too much time by
reading from the file a lot of minutes
not applicable to the issue. Then Mr.
Graham Price wrote -

Mn. HOPKINS: Is that a, preew, or is
it a file you are reading from?

THE MI1NISTER FOR LANDS: I
am reading from my notes-Mr. Graham
Price wrote asking if a mistake bad not
been mnade in fixing the rent at £20 per
mile instead of £2. And when informed
that it was £920 per mile he refused to
proceed, and the permit was cancelled.
Meanwhile, during these negotiations the
Kalgoorlie and Boulder Firewood Com-
pany also applied for a permit to con-
struct a firewood tramway in the same

[ASSEMBLY.] Ameudinent.q.
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direction as that for which permission
had been granted to Mr. Teesdale Smith,
and which bad not been proceeded with
by him. The length of the proposed
tramway was 20 miles in a south-westerly
sad westerly direction along the lines
of the tramway the permit for which
had previously been granted to Tees-
dale Smith. Mr. Graham Price lodged
an objection on the basis that Mr.
Smith's line covered the same round as
his application. The Lands officers said
no portion of Teesdale Smith's pro-
posed route covered the same ground as
that of Mr. Price. The member for
Boulder (Mr. Bopkins), then Minister
for Lands, ordere-1 that this application
should proceed in the usual course,
that is it was to be referred, as
decided in Cabinet, to the Tramways
Advisory Board, to the Mines Depart-
ment, and to the Commissioner of
Railways. It was referred to the Advisory
Board, who approved of it, anad stated
that the application did not clash with Mr.
Graham Price's. The Commissioner of
Railways again objected. At this stage,
the applicants, who had met with some
difficulty in regard to their tramway in
the Broad Arrow district, had fixed that
mnatter lip; and they decided not to
proceed with the proposal, and the
application fee was returned to them.
[Mn. GBEGORY: Was the application
withdrawn Y] There was no notice of
withdrawal. I shall come to that later
on. Anyhow, it was practically with-
drawn, because the department returned
the fee. Then on 24th May of this year
the same applicants, the Kalgoorlie and
Boulder Firewood Company, applied to
have their application of November, 1903,
reinstated, and relodged their deposit.
The H~on. J. M. Drew, the present
Mfinister for Lands, minuted the applica-
tion for attention by the Under Secref ary,
who asked whether it was necessary to
again send it to the Tramaways Board who
had p reviously approved, and to the
Commissioner of Railways who had
previously disapproved of it. In the
interval f took over the portfolio of Lands,
and the matter came before me. I
decided that the application could not be
reinstated; and I wrote this minute to
the Under Secretary for Lands.

I can see no provision in the regulations for
reinstating an application, and therefore the

Kalgoorlie and Bolder Firewood Company
should be written to stating that a fresh
application in terms of the Act of 1902 should
be lodged. It would be as well also to ask for
the more definite description of the route to
be taken, as requested by Tramnways Board,
vide page is. it would save unnecessary delay
to intimate to the Tramnways Board, Mines,
and Railways, that application in terms of
that withdrawn has been made. I would like
to see file rs application mentioned by Mr.
Graham Price on page 4. 1 understand that
it was not only for a line in a different
direction, but also for different objects, and
that the two applications are not on similiar
lines. I presume that it will he as well to
submit application to Commissioner for
Railways again, although it is difficult to
understand how the additional traffic is going
to mate the Boulder line more of a white
elephant than it is stated to be.

There was a slight error there, where I
stated I understood this proposal was for
objects different from tho 'se of Mr.
Graham Price. I was confounding Mr.
Price's application for a firewood tram-
way permit with the private Bill for a
Hampton Plains ktailway. Up to that
time I did not know of Mr. Price's
application for a permit for a firewood
tramway.

MaR. GREGORY: Mr. Price made no
application for at railway.

TaE MINISTER FOR LANDS:- He
was attorney for the Hampton Plains
Company. He was concerned in the
private Bill. That was where the mistake
was made, because Price's name did not
actually occur in connection with the
Hampton Plains Railway proposal. The
proposal had to be introduced by a private
Bill iand the Bill was introduced by Mr.
Moorhead.

Ma. GR&E~oRY: I do not think Price
was the company's attorney at that time.

MR. RAsON: The attorney was Daniels.
THE MINISTER FOR lANDS: Mr.

Price came to Perth, and gave evidence
on its behalf. As a result of my minute,
the applicants for the permit had to
advertise it in the usual way-by
advertisements in the Kalgoorlie Miner,
and by notice at the warden's court- in
order that objections might be lodged.
The matter was then submitted to the
Timber Tramways Application Board,
who dealt with it as follows, in a minute
to the Under Secretary for Lands--

1, Application No. 25/802, by the Kalgoor-
lie and Boulder Firewood Co. for permission
to construct a timber tramway, commencing

Atldre.Rs-in-reply: [20 JULY, 1905.j
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-it Lakeside and running slightly wvest of
south eight miles, thence south-westerly four
mites, thence west eight miles; total, 20 miles.

2. This application is identical with a
previous one, No. 161S02, made by the same
company in November, 1903, a more definite
description of the route being now furnished.

3. Members of the hoard, Messrs. Mang-
han. Kelso, and Ellis, met to consider this
application on the SOLL ult., as soon as
possible after the prescribed time uinder
Regulation 6 allowed for objections.

4. An objection was lodged by Mr. E.
Graham Price, who states that the route
covered. by this proposal is almost identical
with that of his application No. 8/802 of the
26th August. 1902, and granted conditionally
on an Ann ual rental of £20 per mile being paid
for the whole length of line, instead of the
usual charge of £2 per mile.

5. Ut will be seen by plan on page 13 that
the routes of these applications are far from
being identical, the starting point only being
the same; but other conditions are similar,
and ,jstifled in the board's opinion Mr.
Pricesa contention that the rental fixed in
each case should stand in this; or that it
more lenient conditions may now be imposed,
he, as first applicant in that locality, should
be allowed to renew his application on an
equal footing with this one.

65. With regard to an impression of the
Ron, the Minister for Lands, as expressed on
page 34, the board can "id nothing to indicate
that Mr. Price's application, 81 802, was made
with any different object to this one, 25, 802;
and in letters pages 15, 18, 23 of the file
10104/02. it is clearly recognised as purely a
firewood proposition.

I have already stated that I confounded
this with the Hampton Plains railway
application.

7. As in the previous application, 161802,
and recorded on page 18 of this file, the board
would recommend that this application, No.
25/802. by the Kalgoorlie and Boulder Fire-
wood Company be granted. At the same time
in the event of more liberal terms being de-
cided upon than were granted to Mr, Price, it
is considered that he shonld be afforded oppor-
tnnities which will leave him at ino disadvant-
age as regards rights to construct a trainline,
and to junction with the Government line at
Lakeside, should he be prepared to renew his
application.

8. The hoard recoirnisos that a timber
tramway licensee in this locality would have
some advantage over the older-established
companies who are farther afield in the matter
of length of haulage over their own lines; and
on this account it may be considered that
some benefit should accrue to ths State re-
venues by charging a higher rental than the
customary £2 per mile.

9. The haulage cost over the 46 miles of
Kuarrawang Company line is authoritatively
stated to vary between 41d, and tid. per ton,
equivalent to one-eighth of a penny per mile.

'This might mean an advantage in favour of
this proposition (20 miles) of, say, 20 per cent.
or Id. per ton, which on the Kalgoorlie and
Boulder Firewood Company's present opera-
tions, $50 tons per day, amounts to about £450
per annumn.

10. On these figures, £20 per mile may not
seem an extortionate rental. However, taking
into consideration the heavy initial expenses
of sidings, weighbridge, etcetera, and con-
structcng line through rough lake country, the
first eight or 10 miles of which are timberless,
also the probability of the cost of haulage
being higher on a newly-established line, it is
submitted that the rate of rental par mile
should not be unduly raised.

11, The board would call attention to the
discrepancy of the cost of haulage over the
Kurrawang line as quoted above and the Gov-

Ierment rate of I~d. per mile.
12. The Kal goorlie and Boulder Firewood

Company state (p age 30) that they are unable
to compete against other timber companies, on
account of having to use an extra 10 miles of
Government line-a matter of 1L4d, to the
Kurrawang Company on their lines.

Then the 'Under Secretary for Landis in-
forms his Minister that the Mines
Department, the Commissioner of Rail-
ways, and the Timber Tramnways Board
had the matter referred to themn that the
Under Secretary for Mines raises no
objection, and that the Commissioner of
Railways withdraws the objection he hd
previously raised.

MR. HOPKINS: Was that statement
correctly telephoned by your clerk, that
the Mlines Department had approved
of it ?

Tan MINISTER FOR LANDS : I
will deal with that afterwards.

MR. GREGORY; Did it go before the
Minister for Mines ?

THrE MINISTER FOR LANDUS: Yes.
Ma. HOPKINs: You said "the Under

Secretary for Mines." The other night
the Minister for 'Mines denied the state-
ment.

THEi MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
hon. member (Mr. Hopkins) was speak-
ing of the es Minister for Mines (Hon.
R. llastie).-

MaR. HoPsixas: I did not specify
which Minister for Mines, except by
saying that your clerk telephoned to me
that the application. was approved by the
Minister for M.%ines:- I did not know his
name.

TuE MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
may say that the course adopted is to
minute these applications to the Minis-
tens of the various departments. I do
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not know whether it reached the Minister
personally, or the Under Secretary. [MU.
GREGoOR: The jacket will tell you.] I
do know that the matter wats submitted,
and that it came back from the Mines
Department, stating that the department
haod no objection.

MR. Hopsias: That is right. Prac-
tically, it was approved by the Mines
Department.

TanE MIN[STER FOR LANDS: It
was. The minute of the Under Sere-
tary for Lands continues:. -

The Timber Tramwvays Board approves
generally of the proposal; but is apparently of
the opinion that the rent should be increased
beyond the minimum of £2 per mile which is
usually charged in these cases. See chair-
man's report. pages 44 to 47.

2- 1 never could understand why such a high
rental was decided upon in the case of &Yr.
Graham Price's application; but as £220 per
mile was fixed for the rent in his particular
case, see pages. 6 and 57 of l0to4/02, and he
states it was only on that accjunt he did not
proceed with his application, I think either
the same rental should be charged in this case
or he should be given an opportunity of renew-
ing his application, side par. 5 of the chair-
man's report.

3. 1 understand that Mr. Hopkins madea
request by telephone yesterday that you would
give him an opportunity of seeing you before
deciding this matter.

The Commissioner of Railways. then
minuted-

The company in question have undertaken
to give tue a bond which will deal with the
objections this depatment bad; and this
being so, 1 shall no longer object to this appli-
cation being granted, subject to such bond
being executed. The Crown Law Department
have this in band, and I suggest that Mr.
Sayer should draft conditions of the permt
for the tramway in order that that railway
bond and the permit referred to may be on all-
fours. (Ma. Itorsns: That is correct. The
telephone message was correctJ The question
affecting the railways is serious and its inter-
ests must be safeguarded, or oar revenue may
be materially affected.

Then I minuted as follows:

in view of the fact that no objection has
been raised to the proposal by the Mines
and Railway Departments, and that the
Tmwways Advisory Board has approved, I am
prepared to recommend the granting of permit
at a rental of £220 per mile, subject of course
to the stipulation set forth and to the bond
agreed upon with the Railway Commissioner.
No objetion on the part of any party has been
lodged by Mr. Hopkins in the specified manner
and time, so that I do not see that we have
anything to deal with in the nature of a valid

objection. Pat forward a Cabinet minute in
the above termsn.

MR, HOPKiINs: Quite so; it was abso-
lutely a matter of policy.

TanE MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
memnber for Boulder was the one who, in
the dliscussion on the Land Act Amend-
ment Bill 1902, was instrumental in
oetting? this provision in the regulation
for having a pro per time for the applica-
tion to be advertised so that those who
objected couild have an opportunity of
doing so. [21R. HOPXiNs: Quite so.]1
The hion. member had an opportunity as
Minister for Lands to cart-v that into
effect; and in this case, if he had any
objection to the tramway he should have
taken advantage of the provision which
he was instrumental in having inserted
in the regulations.

Ma. HOPKINs: So I would have done
had we proposed to build the Norseman
Railwavy.

TwaE MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
shall deal with the hon. gentleman's
remarks about the Norseman Railway in
a. moment or two, This question of the
Norseman Railway cropped up, and I
-received an undertaking which the appli-
cants were willingr to have inserted in the
permit. It was as follows.

We undertake, if Permission be granted to
us to lay our tramline south and south-west
of and connect with the Government Railways
at Lakeside, should the proposed railway to
Norseman start. fromi Lakeside or Boulder
instead of Coolgardie, to apply to the Com-_
missioner for permission to lift our tramline
from Lakeside and connect with the railway
at a point on that line to be agreed upon.

Mx. HOPKINS: (O1 course, in the mean-
time they had taken away the tim be r that
the Norseman Railway would carry.

THiE MINISTER FOR LANISS: In
connection with the permit which the
memiber for Boulder was willing to grant,
that line would take the exact direction
which the proposed railway from Lake-
side to Norsernan would follow; hut in
regard to the timber country tapped by
this trainway, even supposing the
Notreman Railway were built from
Lakeside, they wouild need to tap the
country by a, tramway. Where the
R-ailway DePpartment. for the three or
four miles of railwav line from Lakeside
to the mines will get a minimum rate of
4111. per' mile, they would get only the same
amount, for 16 miles of railway, I cannot

L20 J rix, 1905.]Address- in -reply.



A ddress-in-repb/ : [SEMLYJAi ai a

see the advantagea to the Government in
carrying the wood over 16 miles on the
Norsema.n line, if it existed, when they
would have an increased haulage and
increased cost, and would only get the
same amount per ton of traffic for 16
miles as they would for the three or four
miles of railway from lakeside. The
proposed tramway is altogether off the
direction of the Norsemnan Railway, but
even if it were in that direction they
would have to build a tramway to tap
the wood country. The hon. member
referred to the insincerity of the Govern-
ment in regard to the Norseman Railway.
He asks, " Would the Government think
of granting this tramway permit to com-
pete with the railway if they were
sincere?," The hnn. member was returned
to Parliament pledged to the Esperance
Railway. We know that on the discussion
with -regard to that railway the hon,
member strongly supported it. I have
also here the debate in connection with
the motion made by the hon. member for
Dundas in regard to building the Norse-
man Railway. It was moved on the 23rd
September, 1903, before this application
came forward or was finally decided.

Ma. HOPKINS: The lion, member did
not frame the works policy, of the James
Government. That Government was not
dictated to byv the cross-benchies.

THE: MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
member for Dundas moved the following
motion .

That in the opinion of this. House the de-
velopment of the Norsemian Goldields war-
rants railwvay communication, and that a Bill
with this end in view should be introduced
during the preslent session.
An amendment was moved to that by
Mr. Higham, the then member for Fre-
mantle and Government Whip:

That all the words after "communication
and " be struck out and the following inserted
in lieu:;-" That such a work should be taken
into early consideration."
The motion then read : -

That in the opinion of this House the de-
velopment of the Norsenman Goldfields warrants
railway communication, and that such a work
should be taken into early consideration.
That motion as amended was carried in
this H-ouse absolutely wvitliout dissent,
that the building of the railway from
Ooolgardie to Norseman should have
early consideration. The member for
Boulder supported the motion. If he

was sincere in his support or in his advo-
cacy of the Esperance Railway, it was
his clear duty, when the question of
granting a permit to a railway which
would run in opposition to that line such
as he proposed to grant was nder dis-
cussion, to oppose it.

Ma. Hopsi~s; So he would have done
had we proposed to build the Norseman
Railway. 'Unfortunately the Govern-
ment did nut propose to do it.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS:, The
lion, member before he joined the James
Government supported the building of
the Norseman Railway.

Mn. HOPKINS:. Yes; and he still does.
THE MINISTER FOR LANDS:- That

motion, carried without dissent, practi-
cally committed the Government of the
day to the Norseman Railway.

Ma. HOPKINS:- Quite so.
Mn. THOMAS: And the pledge was

given that the Bill would come in straight
away during the next session.

MR. HOPKINS: By whomP
MR. THOMAS:- By the Premier (Mr.

James).
MR, HOPKINS: Where is that reported?
Mn. THOMAS: The promise was given

to me,
THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: After

the members on all sides of the House
gave absolutely their approval without
dissent that the building of the railway
should be taken into early consideration,
if the bon. gentleman was true to his
advocacy of the railway he should have
opposed the granting of that permit and
not allowed it to go any farther,

Ma. HOPKINS: What have you done ir
Have you granted it or refused itP
Kindly answer that.

THE MINISTE R FOR L AND S:- Since
then the hon. gentleman has come forward
and based a case on telephone mnessages. I
think it was an unworthy sneer on the
part of the hon. member -When he inferred
that I was unapproachable and that he
could not interview me on the question.
The hion. member referred in a faeetious
manuner to a conference we had at the
Lands Office at the time concerning the
hon. member's Land Bill. The hon.
member talks about "his Bill." It is
absolutely a consolidation of existing
measures.

MR, HOPKINS: It is nothing of the
kind. There are numerous additions.
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THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
canflot see it.

A.R Hfopass: No one expected the
hon. member would see it.

Tug AMINISTER FOR LANDS: I
cannot see now, so far as the Bill is con-
cerned, where the lion. gentleman made
any material alterations.

Mit. HOPKis: When it comes before
the House I shall have pleasure in
explaining them.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
hon. gentleman states that I was busy at
this conference, and had no time to
attend to him.

MR. HOPKINS: I dlid not mean it to
your disadvantage. I only offered it in
explanation.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS:
Whatever messages were sent by tele-
phone to the member for Boulder I do
not know ; but so far as that, proposal is
concerned, I gave it every consideration,
and I gave ample time t o allow the fullest
opportunity for objections, and I safe-
guarded the interests of the State in
every way possible.

Ma. HOPIKINs: And you granted the
permit.

THFE MINISTER FOR LANDS:
Since then wve have had the bon. member
making the assertion that, as a result of
his; letter to the Premier, the matter was
deferred. The matter was deferred
simply because, when I brought it for-
ward, Objections were lodged by the town
clerk of Boulder and by wood-carters in
the district; and Cabinet considered that
matters should not be decided until we
had the whole of the objections before us.
Thus the matter was deferred. Since
then I have fairly been inundated with
telegrams from both sides. [Mn. Hop-
KIFS:- So have 1.] One wire was to the
following effect:

On behalf of the unemployed wood-carters,
strongly urge construction of Lakeside wood
line be immediately proceeded with. Two
hundred men idlie. Hopkins's remarks abso-
lutely without foundation.

Ma. HoPntNs:- From whom?
Tns MINISTER FOR LJANDS. Mr.

J, Mf. Smith.
Mn. HOPKINS:- Yes; One Of the share-

holders. That is easily explained.
THE MINISTER FOR MINES: - t is Very,

easily said, but it is hard to prove.

*THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: Mr.
Powell, towni clerk of Boulder, sent the
following telegramc: -

Please see Premier vs firewood. concession.
Likely if granted unconditinnally to have in-
jurious effect on the interests of district.
In all the wires we have received object-
ing to this, we have never had their
objections set forth, or any reason
advanced as to wh 'y people objected, or as
to how the permit would inue the
interests of the district. I Should like
to k-now even from the lion. member, who
has bad the time and opportunity and to
whom I gave the opportunity by asking
him to come to my office, what his
objections really are. If he has any valid
objections be should state them.

MR. HoPnNs: Inundated with wires,
-and only quoting two! Very interesting.

THE MINI4STER FOR LANDS: We
have been told that the granting of this
permit would deprive wood-carters of the
opportunity of carting wood, and that we
would cut out the timber which is
practicallyv the only resource they have.
So far as this proposed tramway is con-
cerned, for the first eight miles it would
go througzh country absolutely cut out..

Mn. Hornisqs: What is the length of
the tramway ?

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS:
Twenty miles. Then for another four
miles the timber is very sparse. It is
only at tho. end of the tramway that they
would gret into a. belt of country that
really uontains aniy large amount of
timber.

Ma. Hopxiws: It is usual to extend
the mileage as they go.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: it
is infinitely' preferable for those who
want to have wood taken into Boulder
independenttly, or who want to cut wood
on the area, to take advantage of the
right they undoubtedly have under the
regulations under the Act of 1902 to
have their firewood carted on the tram-
way at rates to be approved of by the
Government rather than to cart i that
distance. When the boa. member's pro0-
posal was before the House, and when it
was known that it was likely to be
granted, we did not hear thes objections
as to the firewood tramway preventing
the wood-cuitters from earning a living or
cutting timber on the area. Yet whben
mnuch of this area nearer the Boulder is
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cut out, and when it is propoed. to
extend the tramway farther out, we hear
objections raised that it would deprive
wood-cutters of their livelihood. So far
as this tramway is concerned it will in
no way conflict "with the Norseman Rail.
way. Even if it did, I have made pro-
vision to protect that railway.

MR. Hnpnsns: That is always the
story in regard to concessions.

Tau MINISTER FOR LANDS: It
would enable firewood to be supplied to
the wines from within reasonable dis-
tance, and we would secure a, revenue
from the tramway of £400O per annum
for the 20 miles. It will enable us so far
as that district is concerned to employ
additional forest rangers to protect the
forest interest in that locality. The hion.
member cannot in any one particular
point out where the matter has been
unduly hurried.

&R,. HOPKLNB: Have you granted the
permit, and if so, when ?~

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
told the hon. member the question was
deferred in Cabinet. If members have
any valid objection to that, if they cant
raise objections which will stand the
light of day, the Cabinet wvill welcome
them and we arc prepared to consider
them. TlYhe lion, gentleman has also
something to say about the Government
creating new departments, and we heard
what he bad to say in regard to the
question of the correspondence of the

Aricultural Department. I will admit
right away that the Premier made a mis-
take when he stated the correspondence
from the Agricultural Department had to
go through the Lands Department. The
very fact that the correspondence came
direct from the Agricultural branch to
the Minister for Mines showed that he
himself constituted it an independent
department, and why in the light of
this fact accuse us of having done what
he himuself did '

MR. Hopis: I did it for economy;
you have done it for lavish expendi-
ture.

Tim MINISTER FOR LANDS:- The
bon, member criticised us on the appoint-
ment of a Director of Agyriculture, yet the
hon. gentleman minuted to his Under
Secretary to advertise the position at
£1,000 a year.

MR. HopKiNs:- An independent board
dlid not recommenid three persons, one of
whom was already engaged at £450.

THEi MINISTER FO R LANDS:- The
hon. gentleman was prepared to pay
£1,000 a year, and I say unhesitatingly
f do not think the hon. member can deny
that he was prepared to pay £1,000 to
one of the three gentlemen recommended
by tbe board.

MRn. loios s I think it will be more
fair if the hon. gentleman will quote
from the file he takes that from,

Tanz MINISTER FOR LANDS:- If
that file were here there would be some
interesting disclosures made.

MR. Hopx iNs: The hion. gentleman
knows the file is not in existence.

Txr NMINISTER FOR LANDS:- We
have the hon. gentleman trying to prove
what is absolutely unprovable, because
it is untrue. He tried to explain away
the election of the member for Leonora
and myself in an attempt to show that
the Government had lost the confidence
of the country.

Hit. flonins: I should hatve amended
that by saying the confidence of the
caucus.

Tiwr MIN ISTER F0OR LANDS: It
appears he had a very lame argument to
attempt to prove that the Government
had lost the confidence of the country,
when only recently two Ministers were
returned, one by a majority of two to one
in spite of the support granted to his
opponent by the member for Menzies.

Ma. Oniaoony: Yes; 600 votes out of
1,260.

Tuz MINISTER FOR LANDS:- Then.
we have the member for Boulder lecturing
us about responsible govern ment. He
tried to explain away mynnopposed return
for Brown Hill because I was branded
" Labour." Does the hon. member say
that the electors on the goldfields are less
intelligent and have less knowledge of
politics than the electors in other parts of
the State? As far as thbe goldfields are
concerned. the electors have as mnuch in tel-
ligence to discriminate in political issues
as the hon. member has. The mem-
ber says that because I was branded
"Lab:)ur" I was returned unopposed for
Brown Hill. If the hon. member under-
stands anything about the subject, he
must know there must be some deeper
significance than the mere fact that I

[ASSE31BLY.] Ainend-pienbr.



Addreu-in-replyA [2 UL,105]endment. 281

was branded "Labour," for the electors
to return me, If a man is branded
"LTabour," and his constituents are pre-
pared to return him, there must be some-
thing which wakes the labour party
acceptable to. the electors before they will
return him unopposed. As far as the
Labour party is concerned, I say that with
all the talk of the bon. member about
responsible government, he has to go to
the Labour Government to learn what
responsible and representative govern-
went means. We bear the hon. gentle-
man dilating on responsible government,
we have heard it from other members of
the O pposition benches, and in their
mouths it is an empty shibboleth. In
the past we have had responsible gov-
ernmntonly in name and not in deed.
We have had politicians dictating the
policy for the electors, instead of the
electors defining the policy for the poli-
ticians. We have bad members returned
to represent their electors, and when
returned their responsibility has ceased,
since their proposals were used merely
to get into Parliament and not to be
carried into practical effect. I wish
to say so far as the Labour party is
concerned, the motives which induce
it to use the weapons of education
and organisation for the purpose of
getting the people to decide on great
political issues and on what issues
they will be united, what minor details
shall be cast aside in order to be
able to agree on great principles, is the
only principle that leads to genuine and
true responsible government. 'When the
.hon. gentleman talks about responsible
government., he does not understand
what the term means. I will quote some
remarks which Lord Salisbury made
on the Reform Bill of 1867. He
stated:

Our theory of government is that on each
side of the House there should be men sup-
porting definite opinions, and that what they
have supported in Opposition they should
adhere to in office; and that every one should
know, from the fact of their being in office,
that those particular opinions will be snp-
ported. If you reverse that, and declare that,
no matter what a man has supported in. Oppo-
sition, the moment he gets into office it shall
he open to him to reverse and repudiate it
all, you practica.Hy destroy the whole basis on
which our form of government rests, and you
make the House of Commons a mere scramb-
ling-place for office.

Ma. HoPKIns:. I recited th ose. words in
Ithe House the other night.

TIRE MINISTER FOR LANDS:
Does the hon. gentleman mean to say
he recited that in the House the other
night ?

MR. HEoraiis I did.
Tast MINISTER FOR LANDlS. Then

it was a very foolish thing for him. to do.
The hon. member complimented his
leader ont his skill at pigeon shooting, but
when the bon. member goes out shooting
he generally ends in shooting himself and
his colleagues. I come to the alleged
indictment of the leader of the Opposi-
tion. During the recess when the hon.
gentleman has been securing a little of
the reflected limelight from the over-
po we ring personality of Sir John Forrest,
we have beard him wax courageous and
say what he was going to do when Par-
liament met. He made threats of what
was going to he done when he met
the Government in the House, which
]nade us fear that some terrible
indictment was going to be launched.
We thought that the hon. gentleman was
_oin" to launch a thunderbolt; but in-
"teaA of Jove with his tightning threaten-
ing to destroy us, we have a little urchin
with a penny squirt. The attack was
altogether abortive; but while the charges
the hon. member made against the Gov-
ernment were actually turned against
himself, we had some very interesting
admissions from the other side. We had
the member for Sussex stating that they
were united to put us out, and we also
heard that mnember, when the Premier
asked what was the policy being put for-
ward or advocated by, the leader of the
Opposition, and whether there had been
any modification of the policey; the mem-
1)er for Sussex stated that there had
heen a modification of th e policy all right.
I want to know where the modification of
the policy has come in. I want to know
how the member for Sussex got from the
lback cross-bench to cheek-by-jowl with
the leader of the Opposition, especially
in view of an interview that the member
for Sussex had with a representative of

Ithe Soudh- Western News en April 1st,
1904 ? 1 noderstand th e South-Weste rn
News was a. very staunch journalistic

supporter of the member for Sussex, andthey had an interview with the hon. mew-

Address-in-reply. F20 JULY, 1905.]



fASSEMBLY.1

her in which occurred the following re-
marks:

Do you intend to contest the seat as a
Ministerial or Opposition supporter ?--Neither,
I shall stand as an independent for this reason:
the James Government are in a languishing
condition in addition to being none too sincere;
the Opposition on the other hand are not a
strong body.
I want to know how it is that the mnca-
her for Sussex, 'who in April, 1904, was
contesting the election, could not support
the James Government because they
were none too sincere and in a. languishi-
ing condition, to-day sits alongside the
party which contains three or four of
those gentlemen who, if the attack is
successful, are likely to occupy the
Treasury hench. Rlow can the bon.
member reconcile his statemaent then with
his position to-day ? It has been a very
interesting query. Whenu I saw the hon.
gentleman come down there, the picture
presented to me was that of the leader
of the Opposition being the coy maiden
and the member for Sussex the per-
suasive lover. When I read the remark~s
of the member for Sussex when he was
returned to the Rouse, speaking on the
Address-i-Reply, and read his remarks
to the electors of Sussex when seeking
election in 1904, T find out whatever
modification there has been in his plity
has been a nmodification in the direction
of infinitely greater conservatism than
the hon. member was credited with
before. To order to bring about this
rapprochement the member for Guildford
has modified his policy, then I say his
modification has been mo~re than a modi-
fication, an eradication of his policy
root and Stump. It seems to me the lion.
member for Guildford instead of being
the coy maiden is rather the unfortunate
lady who has been deprived of all oppor-
tunities in life, now is intent on scour-
ing a husband and has chased the mem-
ber for Sussex until she has captured him.
Now I want to refer to the opinions of
the member for Sussex (Mr. Frank
Wilson) at the time of the election of
1901. and his opinions at the present
time. The Address-in -Reply was moved
by the then member for Albany (Mr.
Gardiner), and seconded by the m~em-
ber for Boulder (Mr. Hopkins), and
in the speechies of those two gentlemen
we heard what the Government was
going to do, amongst other matter-s, in

Am endin en s.

I regard to the classification of the civil
service. I know how eloquent the mem-
ber for Boulder waxed when he spoke
about finding the public service of this
State the inheritance or rather the
patrimony of the richm, and leaving it the
inheritance of the poor. We know he
was a member of the Government of the
time which protested it was going to
have civil service reform, but which went
out of office without accomplishing that,

1and which left it to the Labour Govern-
ment to carry that into practical effect.

MR. GREGORY: But you do not carry
it into effect.

Tas MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
find in regard to the Governor's Speech,
which included amongst other proposals
a Conciliation and Arbitration Act, civil
service reform., workers' compensation,
and oilher measures, the member for
Sussex at that time stating-.

I for one admit at once that f am not dis-
appointed with thre terms of this Speech. I
go farther. I should like to know how any
Ministry couId. produce a Speech on diff erent
lines from that recently delivered by His
Excellency.
He went on to say

I was particularly pleased with several items
in the Speech, because they are practically
what I myself advocated on the bunstings and

Iin the manifesto which I published to mny
electors at the general election.
Then the mnemb-r for Sussex was solicit-
lug the snffrages of the community of
rerth, which was somewhat of a demo-
cratic comm unit-y, and therefore hie had to
advocate democratic opinions. We find
him, therefore, agreeing to support the
Address-in-Reply which was mnoved at_~
tbe time Mr. Leake was Premier; hut
when we find him at SusseK wooing the
electors, in what we may term a con-
servative constituency, we find him
altogether departing from the principles
which be bad advocated at that time.
[M. FRAsx WILSON : A democratic

consituency, not conservative at all.]
if it is a democratic constituency, I would
like to know how it ever returned the
member for Sussex. We find the hon.
gentleman in this speech was against

IState enterprise from beginning to end.
We find him railing against the Arbitra-
tion Act; railing against Labour legis-
lation; railing agaist the worker s;
although he did at te time claim that. he
was a greater defender of the workers than
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some of us in this House. [MR. FRANKv
WIL~SON: Have I not been so?] We
find him referred to in the South- West era
News of June 17th as having stated in a
speech on June 12th-

It had been Lzaid that he was no friend of
the worker. He asked who was their friend P
-the agitator of the A. 3. Wilson type who
lived on the men, or the man wilt., Eike him-
self, bad paid hundreds of thousands of pounds
in wages.

It appears to me that if the hon. gentle-
man baa not lived on the other side he
has had a pretty considerable addition to
his income from the other side as advocate
in the Arbitration Court. So when it
comes to accusing members on this side of
living on the workers, we can accuse him to
a certain extent at least of living on the
other side. But while the modifications
oif the mnemrber for Sussex are of an
interesting nature, the modifications of the
leader of the Opposition are of a much
more interesting nature still, because
we find that the bon. gentleman whenI
returned in 1901 was pledged to the
Labour platform; absolutely pledged.

Ma. RASON: That statement has once
before been made in this House. I s~aid
it was incorrect, and .1 asked that it
be withdrawn. I ask that this statement,'
being equally incorrect, shall be with-
drawn.

THE xMISTER FOR LANDS:
Would the hon. gentleman like me to
give membera proof of the statements
before I withdraw them ?p

Ma. RASON: Being pledged to the
Labour platform means, as I understand
English, that I signed the Labour plat-
formn. If my friend wishes to quote the
speeches I made to my electors, I trust
he will quote them, not parts of them,
and will give the sense of every paragraph
that he reads, the whole sense, and by
that I shall be quite content to be judged.

THiE MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
hon. member has asked me to read the
speeches in full. I have no desire to go
to the speeches of the hon. member. I
will go to the questions upon which he
pledged himself to the Labour party.
[MR: RiSON : Hear, hear.] This is the
pledge which the bon. member gave to
the Labour party on the Labour plat-
form. A letter was sent by the Coastal
Trades and Labour Council, asking 'him
to express his opinions on the platform

submitted to him. It was as fol-
lows:

A, Redistribution of seats on a population
basis. B, Reform of the Legislative Council.
C, One adult one vote. D., Compulsory arbi-
tration (amendment of present Act). E, Tax
on unimproved land values. F, The mining
laws of 1805 to be reverted to. GT, Stoppage
of the farther alienation of Crown lands.
H, Old age pensions. I, Factories Act.
In reply the hon. member wrote as
follows:
Sit,- April 24,1901.

Your letter of the 9th inst. only reached me
this morning, it having been placed in Mr.
Illingworth's pigeonhole instead of mine. r
hasten at once to reply, and hope you will
kindly take steps to remedy any action which
may have been taken through an apparent
neglect for which I am in no way to blame.

Mly answers, to which I pledge myself :-
(a.) Yes-on an equitable but not purely

population basis, although mainly on that
principle, [Mr. Eason: Hear, hear.) (b.)
Yes-with a view to rendering it more liberal
and more amenable to public wishes. [Mr.
Eason; Rear, hear.) (0J Unreservedly yes.
[Mr. Bason -Hear, hear.] ((I) Yes-so as to
liberalie and include all (Jovernment em-
ployees. [Mr. Rason:; Hear, hear.] 0e.1 Shall
support as strongly as I can. (Mr. Rason-
Bear, hear.] (f.) Not in favour of the mining
law of 1895 being wholly reverted to, but
would assist the alluvial miner and prospector.
Am in favour of the appointment of mining
boards. [Mr. Rason. Hear, hear.) (gj) Favour
the stoppage of farther alienation of Crown
Lands. (h.) In favour of old age pensions.
Q4 In favour of the early introduction of a
Factories Act. I do sincerely trust that I
shall not be allowed to stiffer through what has
been no fault of mine in lateness of my reply,
and that I can count upon the assistance of
your party-a party that will always have a
friend and advocate in your obedient servant,
C. H. ItAsow.

MR. R&SON: By way of explanation
I desire to say this, that every word that
is contained in that reply I should repeat
now under the same circumstances.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: Non alien-
ation of Crown landsP

Mu. RASON: This is by way of ex-
planation. My friend should turn also to
the addresses I have made to my electors
upon these very subjects, where the non-
alienation of lands is dealt with. If he
does that he will find that I dealt with
new goldfields towns that might spring
up in the future.

Tanfr MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
hon- member says now that lie did not
swallow the platform because a few
splinters stuck in his throat.

Address-in-reply. [20 JULY, 1905.]
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MR. RAsoN: You broke the whole
platform.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS:- As
far as the lion. mnember was concerned,
that was his attitude in 1901.

MR. Bison: It is n1ow.
THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: We

heard him say the other night to the
Premier that he was not in favour of &
State old age pensions scheme, and yet 1
say that involves an old age pension
scheme.

MR. RAsoN: It does nothing of the
sort.

Tan MINISTER FOR LANDS: That
was the platform at that time of the
State Labour party. That was the
platform referred to the member for
Guildfordl and to which he subscribed
himself.

MR. RASON: The bon. member will
persist in misrepresentation. The question
asked mue wits whether I was in favour of

old age pensions. [THE MINISTER FOR
MINEs: By the State Labour party.] It

does not say by the State Labour party.
Let us have the absolute truth. A
question was asked me whether I was
in favor of old age Tensions. To that I
replied that I was, and I am. I have
said repeatedly that the system should
be a Commonwvealth system and I repeat
it now. [MRt. SCADDAN : Did you say it
then ?] I was not asked.

THE MTNISTER FOR LANDS: As
far as the lion, gentleman is concerned,
he may say that be meant the Common-
wealth; old agye pension scheme; but I
say that at that time the Commonwealth
had only just been initiated.

IMR. Bison: What have I always said?
THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: The

matter was rceered to the hon. member
by the secretary of the Trades and
Labour Council. He was asked his
opinion of the State Labour platform,
not the Commonwealth Labour platform.
This was said in connection with the
platform of 1901. The hon. member
must have known that he was speaking
of the State Labour platform. We have
the hon. member stating that he still
adheres to these principles, and yet we
find the hon. member in the West Aus-
tralian, 24th May, 1905, making the fol-
lowing remark-

in regard to the taxation proposals and the
suggested new legislation, I can only briefly

sunmarise. My opinion is that what Western
Australia requires-what is absolutely cnes-
sary for its advancement if not for its salva-
tion-is a period of legislative rest. [Mr.
Rason: Hear, hear.] We want administrattion
rather than legislation. [Mr. Rlson: Hear,
bear.] We want to reinstate that confidence
which has been rudely shaken by the fact that
no one could tell what would happen nest.
[Mr. itason: Hear, hear.] With reference to
taxation, I say but this: In my opinion we
are already an over-taxed. community-[Mr.
Rason: Hear, hearj-and the imposition of
additional burdens should be deferred as long
as possible. [Mr. Itason: Rear hear.J I
refuse to admit that a revenue approximating
four millions a year is not sufficient, wisely
administered, to meet all the requirements of
a people vastly in excess of our present number
-only a quarter of a million.

'MR. RAson: Your chief said the same.
THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: The

bon. gentleman tells us in one breath that
hie still favours a land tax, and then we
have heard him in the next breath con-
firming the statement that he has made,
that there should he no new taxation.
Then we find him, in 1901, courting the
sympathies and support, if not affection,
of the Labour party at that time.

MR. RASON: He never got it.
THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: I

want to know what has made the hon.
member go buck on his pals the way he
has done? I want to know what has made
him desert them in the way be has done?
We find him at one time supporting
organisations, moving for their inclusion
in the Arbitration Act, and now he says
this .

As a thinking man, he did often wonder
what was to be the end of the countless
associations and organisations and counter-
organisations that they saw growing not only
in Western Australia but throughout the
Commonwealth. They used to get along very
well without associations either of employers
or empiloyees. He thought it was regrettable
that that good state of affairs no longer existed.
He believed it would be infinttely better if the
employer wvns left to) give, as he believed in 99
oases out of 100 he would give- the wages
that a man was honestly worth-(cheers)-if
it were left to the employee to earn as much
as he honestly could.

it was the Builders and Contractors'
Association meeting. Naturally they
cheered the remarks of the hon. member.

iME. RisonT: I think the hon. member
is making a mistake. It was somewhere
else.
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THE MIISTER FOR LANDS: The
bon. member was speaking at the
Builders and Contractors' meeting.

MR. RAsoN: Well, I repeated it else-
where.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: Now
he states that these organisations he
supported so enthusiastically before are
absolutely usless, and that all the work-
man bits to do is to go along and rely on
the benevolent disposition of his employer
to secure justice. I want to know if that
is an honest change or modification or
eradication of the hon. member's doctrine
of 1901, or if these axe his sentiments of
the present dayP [MR. RASoN: Neither
one nor the other.] Now we come to
the question of preference to unionists.
I remember when the Arbitration Bill
was going through last Parliament there
was no opposition raised by the bon.
gentleman in regard to the question of
preference to unionists; At that time it
was part of the policy put forward by the
James Government; and if anyone cares
to look up the records of Hansard he
will fincf that the provision for preference
to union employers and preference to
unionists was passed absolutely without
dissent. There was not even an objection
raised by the member for Sussex.

MR. FANK WILSON: Was. I here at
that time ?

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
believe the hon. member had been
removed temporarily from the political
sphere at that time.

MR. FRANK WILSON: Then why do
you make the charge?

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
withdraw the charge; but I know that
when the hon. member was discussing
the question of the Conciliation and
Arbitration Bill on the Address-in. Reply,
he was then not so determined in his
opposition to preference to unionists as
be is at the present day.

MR. FRANK WILSON: Can you prove
that ?

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: It
seems to me that the hon. member must
have ocular demonstration from Hansard.
He was not then so emphatic as he is at
present. The hon. gentleman was to a
large extent on a fence in regard to the
question.

Mn. FRANK WILSON; Never.

TnE MINISTER FOR LANDS: He
did not know whether lie was going over

*this way or that way.
MR. RAsoN: That seems to be a

*common complaint.
THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes;

*on that side of the House. As to the
principle of arbitration, tbe member for
Sussex gave his adhesion to it. He
expressed the belief that if it were
possible to bring about a system by
which, instead of having disastrous
strikes, we could have some court or
judicial body to decide the issue between
them, it would be an advantage not only
to employers and employees but* to
the general community. [MR. FRANK
WILSON: And I think that to-clay.) I
give the hon. gentleman credit for those
worthy sentiments; but what is the
good of his subscribing to those worthy
sentiments if to-day he is prepared to
Oppose principles which are necessary to
carry that system to the fullest extent ?

MR. FRANIC WILSON: I am prepared
to abolish your court, because it cannot
compel the men to work. It has utterly
failed.

THE MINISTER POE LANDS: The
hon. member seems to have departed
from his principles on that point. He
seems to have departed from the com-
mendable view that it was desirable,
if an industrial conflict should take
place manig so much loss to the
Commuiy an'd bringing disaster to the
state, it should be settled by some more
civilised method than the barbarous
method of strikes. If the bon. gentle-
man has not modified his opinions in that
respect, he has great cause to quarrel with

*the reports of his speeches when be was
seek ingthe suffrages of the Sussex electors.
We have also had f rom the leader of the
Opposition certain statements or attacks
on the Government in regard to the
question of advances, when really they
were attacks on the clerical work carried
out in the Treasury department, or attacks
on the ability and the qualifications of the
officers employed in the Treasury. It was
really not a reflection on the Treasurer,
but upon the Under Treasurer.

MR. RAsoN: Not at all. I was dealing
with the inaccuracy of returns, and I
proved it.

THn MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
find the hon. gentleman, when dealing
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with the question of the Address-in-Reply
last session, in reply to an attack made by
the member for Coolgardic on the financial
administration of the State, making this
statement :-

Before the hon. member makes rash and
bold statements to the contrary, he should
reflect that there is such a person, such an
individual in this State as an Auditor General,
whose duty it is to see that the figures are
absolutely correct. In regard to the Treasury
he should remember that the gentleman who
is permanently head of the Treasury (I refer
to the Under Treasurer) has been in the service
of Western Australia for 40 years, and has been
permanent head of the Treasury sinde 1884,
and is a gentleman deservedly respected, and
one whose opinion is valued, and whose work
is acknowledged throughout tbe whole of
Western Australia to be good. Does the hon.
member imagine that any Treasurer or any
politician could, by any argument or induce-
ment held out to such an Under Treasurer as
that, have figures manipulated? I do not
know who is to succeed me in the office of
Treasurer; but whoever does, I hope that he
will never venture to suggest to the Under
Treasurer that ho has to manipulate figures.
If he does he wvill be considerably surprised at
the result.

The hon. member, in making the state-
ments be did in reference to these
aodvances, returns, or manipulations of
figures, makes an attack on the very
officer he defended on the Address-in-
Reply last year.

MR. RASON: If that impression has
got abroad, I take the earliest Opportunity
of correcting it. What I said in regard
to the Under Treasurer last year, if I had
the opportunity I would repeat now. M y
charge was not against the Under
Treasurer, but against the Treasurer;
aud let there be no mistake on that
point.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
have had an attack by the member for
Perth on the pledge of the Labour party.
The Labour party* do not hold the idea,
nor did they ever bold it, that the mere
fact of any member coming into Parlia-
ment signing a pledge will keep that man
straight. We say, as far as the sincere
man is concerned, that he does not
require to sign anything to keep him
straight; and that so far as the insincere
man is concerned, all the pledges in the
world would not 'keep) him straight; hot
we say that the signing of the pledge is
merely black and white evidence of the
fact that the hon. member has subscribed

Ito certain principles. We have found the
necessity' of it in the past. We have had
members of Parliament who have departed
from principles they advocated on the
hustings, and yet when the time comes,
because there has been no authentic
record or reliable statement of the fact
that they were pledged, they have always
been able to explain away 'tbe issue and
to say, " We did not do this, or we did

Inot do othet things." I have only to
refer to the leader of the Opposition
in regard to this matter. Suppos-
ing that we did not have these doeu-
ments which I have read to-day, it
would have meant that the withdrawal
of the Premier, the withdrawal of

Ithe member for North Perth, and
the withdrawal of the member for Collie
would have had to stand, because the
mere denial of the hon. member would
have to be accepted, and those gentlemen
would have bad to withdraw statements
which they absolutely knew to be true.

MRs. RASON: I wish the hon. member
would try -to adhere to the truth.

MR. SPEAKER: You must'not say
that.

MR. RASON: I withdraw; but anv
man who is being continually misrepre-
sented must feel some little warmth of
feeling. I should not have made use of
that expression, and I withdraw unre-
servedly. The hon. member must re-
member that the charge made against me
was that " I was down on my knees be-
ging of the Labour party, and that 10ha
pledged myself to that platform." That

Istatement was incorrect, It is as incorrect
to-day as on the day it was made, and
the so-called proof my friend has brought
forward to-day is no proof of that charge-
at all. If the same letter were written to
me again, I should answer it in the same
manner; but I should trust it would be
treated in a more honourable way thani

*that letter has been.
THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: I

*can only say that I am ready at any time
to submit to the arbitrament of any per-
son as to what that, letter is intended to
convey. I wish to say no more in that
regard.

MRs. RisoN: SO am I.
THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: The

member for Pr-th also was pleased to say
that it was the policy of the political
Labour party to prevent aged men, who
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perhaps were not so capable of earning
their livelihood as Younger men and men
of more strength and stability, fromi earn-
ing a, livelihood. No charge ever made
by any member in this House against
that party was more unjust. Even in
the awards, not only of this State but
also those of New South Wales and
New Zealand where Arbitration Acts
exist, there is always provision made by
which any person who feels himself in-
capable of earning the minimum wage
provided in the award is able to obtain
work or to work for a lesser rate. [Ma..
FAcr&TK WILSON: Not unless the secre-
taries of the unions will permit him.]
There is a great deal of false sympathy
and pathetic appeal from members of
this House when they bring forward the
poor old man requiring consideration.
So far as I know, without the protection
of~the measures embodied on the statute-
boot for the protection of labour and
those employed in our industries, the
poor old man, so ably advocated by the
member for Perth, would be made not
the minimum but the maximum standard
for the wages of able-bodied men who
are able to do a day's work.

Mnt. Hf. BROWN: L. said that before
those old men could work at less than
the minimum rate of wage, they had to
apply to the secretary of a union to be
allowed to do it; and I defy contradic-
tion on that point.

THEs MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
reason why such a provision is necessary
is because what I said just now is true.
Without the protection these Acts afford
to these men, especially to the older men,
we would have the older mau made the

tandard for the maximum rate of wage
to able-bodied men. It would meau that
able-bodied men would have to come
down to that standard or they would
-not be able to secure employment, and
that through recurring reductions the
standard of the older men would con-
stantly be reduced, and this would have
precisely the same effect on the wages
of able-bodied men able to do a
day's work and earn a good day's pay.
So that really in the past what we have
had to avoid by that provision is the fact
that older men who perhaps have passed
the prime of life have been made the
means, by unscrupulous employers, of
reducing the wages of men who are in

the prime of life. The bon. member also
referred to the question of the employment
of boys. So far as Miembhers on these
benches. are concerned, there is oue thing
they have always tried to secure, and
that is that when a bo~y is taken into any
industry he shall be thoroughly taught
his trade. lIt is a shame and a disgrace
to-day that the object aimed at by
employers is not to teach a trade
thoroughly and satisfactorily to the
boys they employ, but rather to intro-
duce boys into their workshops as a
cheap supply of labour, until those boys
reach such an age that they demand
the pay of a man, and then the employer
will turn them adrift and employ other
boys to take their places. Before a satis-
factory condition can be arrived at, we
must have an Apprentice Act to insure
that when a boy is taken into an industry
he shall obtain a thorough knowledge of
the trade which he is being taught. It
has always been the policy of the mem-
bers on these benches, and it is a policy
they' will pursue in the future. So far
as the member for Bunbury (Mr. N. J.
Moore) is concerned, we have had a
statement that owing to the Government
not completing the rail way from Narrogin
to Collie, some persons who took up
selections of land along the railway route
in the Williams district have abandoned
their homes. I may say, as has been
pointed out by the member for Collie,
that the selectors in the Williams dis-
trict have the railway, and I believe a
number of those settlers went there
to take up land not with the idea,
of settling on it and putting it to
a practical use, but so that they might be
able to sell the landamt an enhanced value
when the railway was constructed, and
thus make a. profit out of the land. The
member for Bunbury referred to the
Bunbury Harbour W~orks and to the
necessity for drainage in the South- West.
We have been carrying on a considerable
amount of drainage work in that area,
anud we have a considerable amount yet
to do before we can say we have a
complete drainage system in that district,
It would he unwise at present to part
with land at our present rate, and then to
expend a considerable sumn of money on
drains which would enhance the value of
that land to a large extent, without
getting any return to the State. I think
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first we should carry out thie drainage
works, and then the cost should be fairly
apportioned over the whole area and the
price for the land fixed accordingly. .1
think that would be fair to the settlers
and fair to the State. Before we go in
for any subdivision there, we should
have a complete drainage scheme in
order that the settlers might proceed
without hindrance and without delay.
The member for Bunburv also wanted to
know what the Government were going
to do in regard to the Timber Combine.
Since I camne into the Lands Department
I have been inquiring and finding out
what areas they hold, what areas are
being worked by mills or those areas
which have mills on them and which
comply with the regulations, also those
which, not baring mills on them, are
worked by milks placed in some other
portion for the convenience of working.
Members may rely that I do not desire
to see any corporation monopolising areas
they are not prepared to use, but would
extend every consideration to those who
are desirous of securing timber country
to carry on milling operations in the
State. Members on either side can rest
assured that the matter is receiving every
attention. The member for York referred
to an estate on which he desired to secure
some land which hadl been purchased by
the Government under the Lands Pur-
chase Act. I have no knowledge of the
transaction, but I do say that the object
of the Lands Purchase Act is to secure
land for closer settlement, and the hon.
member should agree that it would be
folly for us first to buy an area for the
purpose of cutting it up for closer settle-
ment, and then to -allow a few persona to
reacquire that land and practically build
up a big estate again. [Mu. Buxtoxa:
What I wanted was that the creditors in
a certainx estate should be able to get
some benefit out of the estate.] It any
injustice has been done and the hon.
member will give rue particulars, I will
give the mnatter the fullest immediate
attention. Although I may not have the
experience and the knowledge of agricul-
ture which some members lpossess, yet
they will find that so far as I am con-
concerned I amn ready and willing to do as
much as I can to assist the agriculturists
of this State, and I have done it since
I have been in office. It is impos-

sible to find ay muan to fill the peai-
tion of Minister for Lands who will
have a knowledge of every channel, of
everything which comes before the Lands
Department. You would hamve to im-
port an angel from heaven. Where
one man may have practical knowledge
in agriculture, he may, be lacking know-
ledge in other directions. So far as
attention and devotion to duty is con-
cerne~d, whatever lack of knowledge I
may have in regard to agricultural opera-
tions, my time and energy will be given
to the service of the Lands Department.
With regard to the lands purchase ques-
tion, I believe the member for York will
recollect some remarks which were made
by the former member for Northam (Mr.
Throssell) in this Rouse. He referred to
an estate which had been cut up, and
from his seat in this House he stated
that he was sorry to see that although
an estate had been purchased by tbe
Government and cut up for closer settle-
ment, some persons were building up big
slices of territory again.

Ma. Busoes:- I let him have some of
that land back, after I had purchased it,
to enable the Minister to give it to
another settler, and then I found it was
in the hands of the Afghans.

THE MIIISTER FOR LANDS: I
am sorry if what the hon. member says
is true. If it came to a question of the
hon. member having the laud, no matter
how much Jam] he holds already, or the
Afghans having it, I would say let the
hon. member have it every time. T come
now to a very interesting question, and
that is the amendment which was sub-
mitted to this Rouse by the member for
West Perth last evening. I suppose we
must call it the " declaration of inde-
penudence" by certain occupants of the
Thdependcnt beach. It seems to me the
member for West Perth wants to he
king, and it does not matter how he gets
there or who crowns himt lie wants to he
king. I think he took a mean advantage
of the leader of the Opposition in trying
to anticipate the message of His Excel-
lency the Governor; but so far as the hon.
member's statements are concerned, we
had a very long speech and he gave expres-
sion to some grandiloquent sentiments.
But when we read the criticisms embodied
in his speech, I do not know what alt
the conversation was about. It appears

Amendments.
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that if the membher for West Perth and the
member for York had their way, and had
every matter they brought up in their
long speeches included in the Governor's
Speech to Parliament, we would have
been listening to the Governor's Speech
to this day. So far as the member for
West Perth is concerned, he had a great
deal to say about the large amount of
revenue we were receiving, and he quoted
that in comparison with the figures of
other States and said there was no need
for farther taxation. But it seems to me
that we can deal with our financial
problems or questions here in a. more
practical fashion. When we were dis-
cussing the estimates of revenue and
expenditure for last year, not only the
members on the Opposition benches hut
also the member for West Perth were
very keen on having the expenditure from
taxation and the revenue derived from it

separated. and kept distinct from the
rvenue derived from services, and yet

when tbc hon. member wanted to make a
case last night it was very convenient to
lump them together. Even accepting his
statement and lumping taxation with the
returns for services, the comparison with
other States is altogether urnreliable,
because he did not take into consideration
the conditions which apply here and do
not apply in other States. For instance,
we know that in Western Australia a
considerable number of works not under-
tablen by the State in other colonies are
undertaken by the State here, such as the
Coolgardie Goldfields Water Supply, the
water supply and improvements in agri-
cultural areas, and the water supply in
towns, all which are undertaken by the
Government here; whereas in a great
many towns in the Easte-u States such
works are undertaken and managed by
separate authorities, and the indebtedness
for those works is altogether apart from
the total indebtedness of the population.
Then again we have to hear in mind the
fact that so far as our railway system is
concerned, we have a greater mileage per
head of the population than is the case in
tbe Eastern States, and consequently the
amount will represent a greater amount
per head of the population. We have
the public batteries, and as I said we have
the Coolgardie Goldfields Water Supply.
We have a great many channels of State
expenditure which should be taken into

consideration in this comparison. We
have a more lavish expenditure on educa-
tion than the Eastern States. No one
quarrels with that; but it should be
remembered in this connection. Then in
accordance with our land settlement
policy we have free surveys, which are
not found in the other States. [MR.
EuRGEs: Not altogether free.] Free to
a large extent. We have a large expen-
diture to encourage industries, an expen-
diture at which no member will cavil;
but if we lump services with taxation, we
shall find that our revenue is greater per
head than is the revenue of the other
States, simply because the Government
of this State do more for our people than
is done by other Governments for their
people. The hon. member (Mr. Moran)
said no additional revenue waas needed,
and that the power to impose an income
tax should be kept. in reserve. We have
had, through the gradual annual reduc-
tion in the sliding scale, a considerable
fallinig-off in our Customs revenue. We
have also had to meet this year certain
expenditure which had accumulated in
previous years; so we have had addi-
tional calls on the revenue, and we have
not had the same amount of revenue as
in the previous year to meet them. If
we are to carry out the spirited public
works policy of which the hon. member
speaks, and adopt the other proposals he
made, we must either find money by
additional taxation, or must greatly in-
crease our borrowing. Which is prefer-
able-to meet many' of those expenses by
increasing the revenue, or by largely in-
creasingour indebtedness, when as a result
the interest bill will represent anever-in-
creasing annual tax nthe Pee I
consider that if we are to continue the
policy of development, if we are as
in the past to spend mionev on the en-
couragemeut of the mining, pastoral,
and agricultural industries, we cannot
reduce our revenue; we shall have either
to borrow the money or to increase the
taxation. But the hon. member was not
consistent; because while he said there
was no need for farther taxation, yet if
we are to carry out the idealistic schemes
he so grandiloquently propounded last
night, we shall need not only a land and

Iincome tax but many other sorts of taxa-
tion. We shall eith~er have to adopt the
prosaic methods of financial authorities



290 Addtesa-in-reply: [ASSEfllBY.] Amseadintp.

with the ordinary limitations of human
beings, or we must attribute to the
bon. member the skill of a necromancer,
and bail him as a genie gifted with
Aladdin's lamp. So when necessity
arises for spending £500,000 in clearing
land, a similar sum on encourag-
ing immigration, a similar sum in plant-
ing forests, we must have recourse to
him. He spoke of millions as if they
were pence. We should certainly need
either Aladdin's lamp or the philosopher's
stone, to transmute the baser metals into
gold. It was absurd for him to criticise
the Premier's statement that we needed
additional taxation to carry on the
development policy; and the absurdity is
apparent when we reflect that we could
not do one-tenth of the projected works
the bion. member outlined unless we
borrowed largely in excess of our previous
borrowings. The hon. member referred
to the Midland Railway. As far as I am
concerned, I say it would have been
infinitely better for this House to discuss
that proposition on its merits, with all
the facts before us, than to discuss it in
a no-confidence debate. But if the
Government had taken the responsibility
of refusing to buy that property without
asking Parliamenut to decide the issue,
the member for West Perth would have
been the first to denounce the Govern.
ment's action. I say that no member
is justified in criticising the Govern-
ment because when that offer was
made they determined that Parliament
should have an opportunity of giving
the decision. It was unworthy of the
hon. member to say that because mem-
bers may happen to rep~reseflt con-
stituencies which are touched by that
line, those members would be prepared to
vote for giving an exorbitant price for
the property, simply because they were
pledged to buy it. The same considera-
tion that is extended to the member for
West Perth should he given to every
other member of this House. I will not
accuse any member of being forced to
advocate the purchase of this property at
an excessive price, merely' because he may
have been pledged by his constituents to
its purchase. I say we are more likely to
get a just decision, and one to the advan-
tAge of the country, if the proposition be
discussed entirely on its merits, with all
the information which the Government is

able to lay before the House. One more
point in regard to that, and I will leave
the subject. We are asked, would it not
be better to institute a system of forcing
the company to observe the conditions
under which they hold the land? But
the first question is, shall we getvalnefor
the money we propose to pay for it ? and
the next is whether the State can do better

*with that railway and those lands than
the Midland Company can do. I say,
if we take the instance of the Great
Southern Railway, we shall find that the
progress and the prosperity of that dis-
trict date from the time when the Forrest
Government purchased that railway.
Only to-day I looked up Hansard with
regard to that purchase, and I found that
the first reading of the enabling Bill was
moved by Sir John Forrest; and that
very shortly afterwards the second read.
ing, the comwmittee stage, and the third
reading stage were passed-all in one
session.

HON. F. H. Pissn: Without a dis-
sentient voice.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
member for West Perth was in Parlia-
ment at that time, and he did not even
speak on the question. The hon. mnem-
ber referred to the need for a great land
settlement policy; and I will ask the
House, if members have perused the
figures, whether the present Government
have done well or ill or have done worse
than previous Governments in promoting
the progress of land settlement during
the past year. I have here figures show-
ing the progress of land settlement during
1903-4 and 1904.6; and I find that there
was a greater volume of settlement during
this than in the previous year. And-
the most encouraging feature of that
increasing settlement was the increase

*under the Agricultural Lands Purchase
Act. In 1903-4 the ]and taken up
under that Act was 59 selections,
totalling 17,775 acres; whereas in 1904-5
there were 155 selections with a total of
53,726 acres. That indication seems
to me very significant. It proves that
in the country is a number of estates
containing good land, close to markets.
If we could only make these available
uinder the closer settlement scheme, we
should have plenty of room, without need
for increased railway communication, for
a much larger number of settlers. If
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members have perused the reports under
the Agricultural Lands Purchase Act of
estates which have been settled on that
scheme, they know that very encouraging
progress has been made. I wish also to
say that though I have not been long
in office, I ha-ve done several things
which I think will promote land settle-
mont. For instance, the department
bad estates opened at Coweowing, and
another place of which I ha-ve for the
moment forgotten the name, where the
question arose of providing a. water
supply in order to tide settlers over the
first year or two till they could make
their own arrangements for water. Th

I that instance I approved of a water supply.
In the areas east of the Great Southern
Railway vhere settlement is going on,
there is a considerable quantity of very
fair land; and I have approved of the
clearing of tracks and the provision
of water, either by bores or by tanks, till
the settlers can procure it for themselves.
We have had in this debate the old-time
comparison of Australia with Canada. I
wish to say that it is useless in this
House to speak in generalities about the
great work being done in Canada, until
we have the particulars and are in a
position to conmpare the ruling con-
ditions in Australia with those of that
country. Much that is untrue is stated
as to what is being done in Canada; and
though many immigrants may go to
Canada from Great Britain and Europe,
according to the books which show the
immigration returns, I say the best
indication of a. permanent increase of
population in Canada. is the difference in
the decennial returns, as for instance the
difference between the population in 1891
and in 1901, and so on. We find
that between 1891 and 1901 New Zea-
land and Australia were ahead of Canada
as regards the percentage of increase.
It ii said that private steamship com-

paisin Canada do a great deal to
inuepopulation to go to Canada ; but

they do that to assist their steamship
lines, and that fact does net indicate that
these immigrants are settling on the land
in Canada, but that it is the shortest
and cheapest route going to Canada,
and many of these people cross the
border into the United States. We
know that as far as the United States are
concerned, although they have a con-

siderable number of emigrants every
year, they are not immigrants settling on
the land, but in the tenement areas of
New York and the larger cities. These
immigrants are taking the places of other
men on the coal fields and endl-bearing
areas of the United States, not the class of
settlers that it is desirable to encourage
if land settlement is to be considered.
As far as Canada is concerned, I will tell
members the real object Canadians have in
trying to secure a large immigration of
British subjets. It is that they fear
the constant flow of immigration from
the United states into Canada will in
time to come destroy the British settle-
ment in that country. Members are
aware of the fact that some time ago a
benefit insurance association called the
Independent Order of Foresters came
to Australia to establish themselves.
They established themselves in Great
Britain and South Africa, and their
object in trying to develop business in
these British colonies was to try and
prevent the members of that society in
the United States securing the control of
the association. Their desire was to
keep it a British institution; that is the
reason why they tried to exploit the
British colonies. The same thing is
occurring in regard to settlement in
Canada. Canadla is trying to secure
British immigrants so as to secure
British sentiment in that country. It is
not the people who are tallied in the big
account of immigrants Canada shows to
the world that are settling on the great
western lands, of Canada; those settling
there are persons from the west and
north-west parts of the United States.
They are taking these areas, and Cana-
dians are afraid of a republican sentiment,
and that is the reason why they are try ing
to encourage a large British immigration.
I want to say that if members will read
the provincial newspapers of Great
Britain, they will find that time after
time constant complaints have been made
from immigrants who have gone to
Canada. They complain that they have
been misled, and the stream of imi-
rnts going there is only increasing

the ranks of the unemployed in the large
cities and, contrary to the statement put
forward byv the mnember for Blunbury, that
instead of wages going up and work being
more plentiful, there is an ever-increas-
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lug army of unemployed in those cities I

and wages are going down. We also find
that because the Dominion of Canada is
desirous of forwarding the good feeling
between Great Britain and Japan, they
have vetoed the proposal for exclud-
ing Japanese immigrants from British
Colombia, and now numbers of these
persons are going there to engage in
mining operations in British Colombia,
are forcing out the British workers.
As far as Australia is concerned, just
as Americans from the United States
accustomed to the conditions of living
are the best settlers for the western lands
of Canada, so I1 say the best class of men
for our territory in Western Australia
are the men coming from the Eastern
States, or the sons of men who have lived
in the Eastern States, and who are used
to the conditions and know what is before
them. Would we be likely to secure these
immigrants, as stated by the member for
West Perth, if there was roontfor a great
many more in the other States ? I believe
there is room for many more millions if
the lands were available, but the fact
remains that many of the men coming
here are sons of men who are
not able to procure lands in the
Eastern States or suitable territory,
because they want land with a good
rainfall and with good climatic con-
ditions, to give them a decent return for
work. We would not find Mr. Bent
having to) repurchase estates at a high
figure if there was plenty of land for
ipeople to settle flu in Victoria. There
is no good in bringing people here and
then not being able to supply them with
land; and as far as the Eastern States
are concerned, the difficulty experienced
is to make available lands which enjoy
a good rainfall and are near to a market.
I want to point out that the assisted
immigration policy which Queensland
carried out was not an unmixed blessing.
I have not been able to secture the book,
but if members will turn up for them-
Iseves the last issue of Coghian's Corn.
,nonuwealth of Audiralia and ewu Zealand
they will find some reference made there
as to the assisted immigration policy of
Queensland which shows that it has not
been an unmixed blessing. We have had
no reason to complain so far as to our
increase in regard to laud settlement. The
member for West Perth may have a

desire to exercise that magical influence
I spoke of, and convert the child into a
man without the intermediary stages. He
may be desirous to-day of passing his
wand over Western Australia and in one
act settle millions of people on the land.
But I say the best countries in the world
are those which have had natural and
healthy development by reason of the
stability of their industries. If we can
increase population by that method we
are more assured of our success in the
future. There is one other point with
which I wish to deal before conclud-
ing; it is the last paragraph of the
amendment moved by the member for
West Perth, which says;-

We regret that the Government have not
given the House a dlear financial statement of
ways and means; in connection with the large
expenditure foreshadowed.
I say that if such a couise were taken it
would be absolutely contrary to the prac-
tice pursued in every Parliament in Aus-
tralia. The financial policy is not given
on the Address-in-Reply. The financial
policy by the Treasurer is given in his
Budget Speech when he brings down the
Estimates of revenue and expenditure.
If the member for West Perth expects
that course, he expects something which
has never been done in the Australian
States before If we did that there
would be a repetition. We would first
have a financial statement delivered on
the Address- in -Reply, and a repetition of
it when the Budget came forward and the
financial proposals were dealt with. I
say it woul be essentially ML waste of
time. As far as the member is concerned
the regret expressed in thle last paragraph
of the amendment is not a genuine one.
The hon. member knows from his parlia-
mnentary experience that it is contrary to
all practice and contrary to the custom
as far as the Australian States are con-
cerned. So far as the issue before the
House is concerned, or the two issues, it
seems to me it is a very difficult problem
for members on the independent bench
and the Opposition benches to decide. So
far as the Government bench is concerned,
we are in a. clear position. Our adminis-
tration and our position as occupants of
the Treasury bench has been assailed, but
I say, in spite of the attack made by the
leader of the Opposition and the flank
attack made by the member for West
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Perth, were the issues between us to be
judged by some competent arbitrator
above question of party prejudice and
party politics, that the verdict would
unhesitatingly be cast in favor of those
who at the present time have the honour
to administer the affairs of His Majesty in
this State.

HON. F. H. PIESSE (Katanning):
As the Speaker has ruled that under the
circumstances discussion will be allowed
on the amendment and also on the ori-
ginal motion, it is my intention to take
an opposite course to that followed by the
last speaker, the Minister for Lands, and
deal with the amendment first. I may
say in regard to the amendment that I
feel that it has only been put forward
with one object, and that is with a. view
of drawing a Ted-herring across the trail.
Before I have completed my remarks I
will make mnyself clear as to the course I
intend to take on both the amendment
and the original motion. In regard to
the question of the Midland R ailway, one
that had been alluded to not only by the
leader of the Opposition but by the leader
of the Government, I may say that I
regret that it has been brought into the
arena of discussion .at this stage. it
seems that such an important subject,
although embodied in the Speech of His
Excellency, is one that could well have
rested for consideration at the proper
time. It is 'in important question, and
at the risk of being charged, as some
members have charged members in the
House, with keing alread 'y pledged to
support the matter, my object in offering
my support to) the purchase of the line
is from experieneg previously gained
in the purchase of another railway in the
State. I am not any wore pledged than
any other member on this question.
The question of puirchase was advocated
during the ririze of the Government
with which T wast connec-ted but was not
dealt with definitely; still it received the
sympathy and support of that Govern-
nment. Oonditions have changed de-
cidedly since 1897, when the Great
Southern Railway was purchased, and
although that railway was purchased at
a figure which at that time was con-
sidered large, still we should not lose
sight of the increase in the price of land
which since that date has been con-
siderable. Although Government lands

have not inceased in price, lands held by
private individ vaiscannot bebouglitto-day
within a reasonable distance of a railway
at thepricethevcould bebought at in1897.
Hence. we are considering this question
under different conditions. I feel that
those who are offering this land and rail-
way for sale are offering it from a busi-
ness standpoint, and it behoves this
House to take very seriously into con-
sideratino the proposal that has been
brought before it, and att the proper time
deal with it on its merits. As to the
valuations, although I have been intend-
ing to acquaint myself with them, I have
not yet had the opportunity of seeing
them, owing to other pressing engage-
mwnts. However, as the question will
ultimately have to be decided, 1 certainly
consider the House should be advised in
a fall manner in regard to the investiga-
tions made, and have more definite
information placed before it in regard
to this proposal. *This is a question
which sbould not' have been brought
forward at the present stage. It has
been brought forward, I take it, by the
member for West Perth with an object,
and in my opinion the question should be
still farther deferred. It is one on 'which
I am not prepared to express a definite
opinion other than to say I disagree with
its bein g included in this amendment.
In regard to the other question raised,
the question of the immigration proposals
which were touched upon last session,
with every desire to give credit to the
Government I may say I feel disappointed
that soinetiug haes not been done of a
more tangrible character with a view to
farther the request then made. How-
ever, I have had an opportunity of
reading thi" extracts and also some
of the replies which have been given
by the Agent General, aind I also know
that a Comumrission was sitting to deal
with this question, and the report of that
Comiision was only placed on the table
of this House as late as yesterday. There-
fore under the circumstances perhaps the
Government are! to be excused for not
having taken up this with greater force.
Being cautions, they have adopted a
course which perhaps in some instances
is open to objection, yet at the samte time
is a prudent vouT-se, for, after all, we all
kiw what settlement on the land mneans.
We recognise that to bring, into this
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country an undesirable class of people
would he disastrous to Western Aus-
tralia in regard. to the very object we
have in view. Therefore I feel that very
much good can be gained by exercising
caution and prudence, and by obtaining
all information on this question which
can be obtained. Our Agent General is
in England for the very purpose of repre-
senting the Government, and he is taking
a course whic-h will perhaps commend
itself to most men who know how much
caution Should be taken in appointing a
lecturer, and he has also obtained other
information in regard to immigrants who
are likely to be secured for this State. I
feel that the delay which has occurred
is a delay of a character which, after all,
is not sufficient to pass a vote of censure
on the Government. I feel that the
Government have acted in the best
interests so far; and only a short period,
something like six months, has expired
since this question was brought up. We
have not had time yet to peruse the
evidence which has been produced, and
also the report of the Commission with a
view to acting upon it. I have only had
time to scan it, and, although there has
been much comment, and adverse com-
ment, made on the work of the Commis-
sion, still I maintain that much good can
be obtained from their investigations, and
that much good could be obtained by
giving information to the Agent General
in England with regard to the class of
settlers now going on the land, the land
available, the means of settlement, and
the methods of inducing people to take
up the land with some prospect of
being successful. I do not give place to
the member for West Perth in my earnest
desire to see settlement in this country.
I think he has already recognised that
and admitted it. And I think it is pre-
ferable to take a little time to consider so
serious a matter as the inauguration of
an active immigration policy. Get on
the right track first, rather than start on
a wrong one and then have to turn back.
Therefore although I1 am so opposed-as
I shall point out in some of my sub-
sequent remarks- to mutch of the policy
of the present Government, I do not see
any reasion for disagreeing with that.
With regard to this direct question which
has been placed forward in this no-con-
fidence motion by the member for West

Perth, whenever settlement does take
place I would prefer to see it of a per-
manent character, and to see satisfied
men come into this country-people not
only satisfied when coiig into this
country, but satisfied when they get on
the land. As an old agriculturist, as one
who has had to see the many hardships
of the pioneer settlers, and many of the
failures which have occurred as well as
the successes, I am sure there will lbe
many heartburnings and many regrets
from people who come from England to
settle on the land here. The Minister for
Lands touched upon this question just
now, and said that the class of settler
most desirable for the settlement of our

lnswould be the settler who had the
previous experience of America. [THE
MIrNISTER PoR LANDS: I mean Canada.]
Those from our sister States are the most
desirable class, but it does not assist the
Commonwealth of Australia for people to
leave the Eastern States and come to
Western Australia. To people Western
Australia at the expense of time Eastern
States is not desirable ; therefore we must
look abroad and induce people to come
here and take up their residences and

*become settlers, as the old settlers who
came here in the earlier days did. So
it behoves the Government and those
associated with them in the endeavour to
exercise the caution necessary to see that
we commence our work in a way which
will not mean nonsuccess, which will not

Imean a detriment to us, therefore I feel,
as I said just now, that the exercise
of caution in carrying out this work is
commendable rather than coffdenanator v.
As I shall touch oxj the land question
when dealing with the proposal of the
Government in regard to the amendment
of the Land Act, it is not my intention

*to farther deal now wvithi the question of
land settlement. Of course I shall refer
to it in regard to the proposals which I
take it are to be made in connection with
that amendment. In regard to the last
portion of the amendment, that is, that
we regret that the Government have not
given the House a clearer financial state-
ment on ways and means in connection
with the expenditure foreshadowed, 1
may Say that in this I feel we agree with
the hon. member. That is expressed
already in general condemnation of the
Government in regard to our want of
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confidene; but to embody it in this
amendment seems to be superfluous, be-
cause already -we are dealing with that.
A speech has been made by the leader of
the Opposition condemnatory of it, and a
reply has been given by the leader of the
Government which, in my opinion, bas not
been satisfactory; and also a statement
has been made by the member for West
Perth in regard to this matter, condemn-
ing the action of the leader of the Gov-
ernment and upholding the statement put
forward by the leader of the Opposition as
to this question. Therefore, I feel that
it is superfluous. But really, after all,
my objection to this amendment is upon
the two first proposals in it which have
been embodied and which have been
spoken to by the member for West
Perth, and it seems to decide me upon
the course I intend to take. In regard
to this amendment, the member for West
Perth has made a. vigorous speech, which
was listened to with much interest; a
speech similar to that he has delivered
on many occasions, full of force, full of
power. He has turned his attention to
the matter -with an evident desire to do
his best to give his knowledge to the
country of the methods of development,
and most of it I re-echo. I consider
there is a great deal to do to build this
country up, and he struck many good
points as to methods which should be
adopted. I feel that so much said last
night could be agreed to; but there
seemed to he a superabundance of con-
fidence with regard to these proposals
which were misdirected in a way which, if
turned to better advantage, would have
been of immense benefit to this country.
I recognise the ability of the hon. mem-
ber and his usefulness in this House in
so many respects. He has sat in this
Uous? for many years, and has the
experience of an old parliamentarian. He
knows the procedure and methods of
the House, and to him we look for much
support in assisting us to carry on
matters in this Chamber to a successful
issue. But I feel that the hon. member
is something like that element which is
so useful to man, that is steam. If we
could only control the hon. member in the
way, we would like to-~Ma. MfOuAN:
That is just the trouble] -If we could
only control the bon. member in this
way, that is when we require his ser-

*vices, when we require his help, we could
draw upon those vast snpplies in modera-
tion, then I say we would make good use
of him. But we find that owing to a
superabundance of energy, to his great

*confidence, to his evident desire to
*ascend, in fact before it is time for him
to do so, to greater heights, he rather

*gets beyond our control and the steam
escapes, hissing and blowing off- in
different directions, net only to the
detriment of his enemies hut those we
may call his political friends.

MR. MORAN: Do not burst your awn
boiler.

HoN. F. H1. PIESSE: I feel that, in
the desire of the hon. member to attain
the astendency to which he aspires, he
in a great measure defeats his object.

MR. MORAIN: What are you referring
top

Honf. F. H. PIESSE : I am referring
to that which is so evident throughout
the action of the hon. member-the

Idesire to ohtain the highest position in
this House.

Ma. MOnAN: I will be a, long time
getting it through your influence.

HON. F. H. PIESSE: Many times he
has given good reasons why mnen should
not aspire too early to these positions.
Last night he referred to it. 1. say there
is a good deal to be gained by watching
the course of events, and perhaps waiting
patiently for the rcsults which the hon.
member hopes to attain. And that
advice which lie gave to othersj might
well be followed in his own case.

MR. MORAN: Why not discuss the
iproposals of the Go;vernment? Never
mind mc.

HoN. F. H. PIES SE : If the hona. mem -
her alluded to these matters, I take it I
an] well within mny province in alludinig
to them to-night. He gave this House
imuch advice in regard to the way, in
which to conduct its deliberations, and in
which the Younger men should await
their opportunities and gain experience
in this House. I say I am quite within
mny prorince in also passing my remarks
in rcgard to what I consider the right
course to take, and perhaps condemnatory
of the bon. member.

Mn. MOR&AN: Do not be so personal.
That is where we differ, you and 1. You
cannot help being personal.

Address-in-reply. Amendments.
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HON. F. H. PIESSE: No; it was
admitted this is not one of my faults.
Want of tact is a, fault I sometimes try
to conquer ad perhaps it is against me;
but I amn not one of those tacticians
uncertain in mind and in their course,
such as perhaps the hon. member may be.

Mn. MORAN: You are only uncertain
in your voting, always.

HoN. R. H. PIESSE:. With regard to
this matter, I do not wish to say any
more on the question brought up by the
hon. member except this, that I disagree
with the hon. member's course. I con-
sider that an amendment has been tabled
in this House which conveys an expres-
sion of opinion in regard to the feelings of
the generality of members on this side of
Hodise, and it is being discussed.
The hon. member brings forward an
amendment with a desire of his own,
which perhaps may after all defeat the
ends he has in view. [MR. MORAN: And
defeat your ends, too.] If the hon.
member alludes to any 'question of mny
attaining any sort of supremacy in regard
to Parliament or power in this House, he
is quite mistaken. I am quite content
to work as I am now, with the best desire
for the interests of the country. In
regard to the question before the House,
I shall say now what I intend doing. It
is not iny intention to vote with the hon.
member for West Perth in regard to his
amendment. In regard to the amend-
ment moved bk the leader of the Opposi-
tion, I should like to say at once that
the principal battle gruund appears to
have been around the question of finance.
It is not my intention to touch on this,
as it has been dealt with very fully
by members who have looked more
deeply into the matter. I leave that
issue, and simply say that I certainly
consider a good case has been made out
against the Government by the leader of
the Opposition, and that it certainly
needs a great deal of explanation on the
part of the Premier to disabuse the
minds of members of the idea, which
seems to be general, that some mistake
has been mnade regarding the flotation of
the loan. In regard to the administra-
tion of the Government, I have fre-
quently expressed my approval of the
methods adopted in' connection with
the carrying out of the various duties
of their offices. The members of the

Ministry have in every respect shown
themselves eager to carry out their duties
faithfully and well, quite as well, I take
it, as any set of men who have filled that
bench. They have done their best,
according to their lights, to do what is
possible; but one great drawback in my
opinion has been their want of experience
in regard to affairs of the State. They
have done their best t, gain experience;
and although I have heard remarks
condemnatory of Ministers travelling
throughout the country with the object
of obtaining information in regard to the
country, I agree with that course. It is
most necessary thait those in control of
affairs should makethemasclves thoroughly
acquainted with the condition of things
in the country, so as to enable them to
deal with matters when they come for-
ward. It is not sufficient to hear of the
condition of the country through the
ordinary channels, that is the official
channels in most cases, because officials
long in the service become iwbued with
ideas which sometimes arc narrow and
not correct; and much good can be done
by visiting various parts of the State.
Therefore I do not agree with those
speakers who have alluded to Ministers
travelling through the country. I think
much usefnlness will result from. the
personal investigations which Ministers
have undertaken. Where I do disagree
with the Government is in regard to their
policy, that is in regard to various matters
brought forward that I have always con-
sistently disagreed with. I think the real
point at issue is the consideration of
questions of principle: and these are
matters I shall chiefly deal with. The
matters upon which I disagree with the
Government are those of land taxation,
income tax at this stage, the totalisa~tor
tax, and the referendumn on the bi-
cameral system. With regard to the land
tax, I should like to make myself clear.

*On a previous occasion when the question
of the Midland Railway was being dealt
with, there was a proposal that taxation
should be imposed on the company to

*make them do something with their landsIor dispose of them; and I said that I was
decidedly opposed to any luethod of that
kind, and that if taxation were to be
adopted it should- be inade general, and
that when there was necessity for carry-
ing out this principle of taxation for

Amendments.[A.SSEAIBLY.)
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revenue purposes, or for the purpose of
opening up some special part of the
country, I felt that it would be a good
means of obtaining the revenue or neces-
ary funds for the purpose.. But it
seems to me that the time has not arrived
for land taxation in this State. We have
only to look at the vast areas around the
country of which we hold possession and
which are being opened up by our rail-
ways system; and when we come to take
into consideration the efforts made to
induce people to come here, it seems to
me a most dangerous method to adopt in
this State, because it will have the effect
of deterring people from cowing here. I
am sure it will he disastrous to the
country. With one voice we hear the
Government of the day stating that they
have enormous areas to settle, and that
they wish to obtain settlement on this
country and to see progress made in this
direction, while in another voice we hear
the member for West Perth (Mr. Moran)
talking of advancing his great immigra-
tion scheme, in which I agreed with him
last session. I may say it was on a
speech I made in this House that the
thing was started. [Mut. MonsnN: That
is the reason you are now jibbing, I
suppose.] I quite agree with the desire
to settle the country, but by this land
tax proposal we shall be acting in a
deterrent manner and, instead of increas-
ing settlement, we shall do harm
and retard it. [MR. MonItAwV: No fear.
We shall open the country uip.] I have
always advocated a tax on unimproved,
undeveloped estates. Where estates are
held purely for speculative purposes and
no work is done on them, T am confident
a land tax or some other method of
dealing with them to force settlement is
necessary to open up the country; and I
feel sure we have good grounds either
for taLxation or for enforcing settlement.
[11R. MORAN: The Midland lands, for
instance.] If we are going to mnake it
apply to one, make it general; but to
single out any particular company, I ama i
not with you. f believe in making it
apply to everyone alike. We must be
fair. After all, it is a question of equity;
and people having the destinies of the
country in their hands should certainly
exercise fairness and equity in regard to
these proposals. The question of opening
up the country is one of great import-

anee to us to-day. We have heard it
said so frequently that, though our gold
mines are such a great help to the State,
all permanent settlement must come from
the lands, and that anything that may
tend to prevent this should be avoided.
Methods such as these. proposed by the
Government will, I am sure, have a most
detrimental effect. It may be said that
if the people in the country are enjoying
advantages in regard to land settlement,
they should be prepared to pay for
them, and that we must certainly have
money to help them. The course about
to be proposed of adding farther charges
to the cost of the land in regard to
surveys and in other ways, will assist in
the direction of providing some revenuie;
but looking at it from the point of view
of the old settler, it would seem unfair to
make the new settler bear burdens which
have not been charged to the old settler.
However, the country is progressing, and
we find it difficult to carry out that which
we carried out in the early days, and
we must do something. We must
have the land charged at a higher
rate, and we must, perhaps, exact
certain charges in regard to cost which
were not exacted before. There is
one matter which might be looked into
and which is worthy of the consideration
of the Minister of Lands, that is the
question of reclassification. In some
in~stances we have seen land sold at 3s. 6d.
an acre under third-class conditions prior
to classification, and we know that the
same lands are to-day sold at 10s., and
most eagerly sought for. I have adways
thought that uuel good could be done in
this way, that when we take into con-
s;ireration the advantage which owners of
land possess who are near railway stations,
I certainly think that there should he some
sort of scale by which the higher rate
shouhi he imposed on those residing
within the first 10 miles of a station, and
that the rate should diminish as you get
away fromi the station, because of the
difficulties the people have in carting
produce to the railway. If that were
done there would lbe equity in it, and a6
little more revenue would accrue, and it
would not be looked upon as an imposi-
tion. Though it would not apply in any
full force in) regard to the existing
railways, it would in regard to railways
that are to be constructed, and that wust
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be constructed in this State. The
suggestion is well worthy of consideration.
Then, again, if we take up the question
of classification, we find that lands which
wereatone time looked upon as practically
worthless and which were sold at 3s. Gd..
are to-day sold at I Os. Therefore lands
classed as worth 10s. an acre as now
should bear a much higher rate than
they do. For instance, land should be
brought -up to £1 per acre in stead of 10..,,
the uniform charge in the past. Of
course, any proposal to increase the price
of lands may have a detrimental effect
on settlement; but if we select areas
and classify the land, that is go in
for classification before selection, we
will find that much benefit will accrue. I
am pleased to see there is a practical
proposal in that direction made by the
Immigration Commission. If that Com-
missioni has done no good, as9 has been
said in some quarters, it has in this
direction, It has made a proposal which
T think is most commendable. Although
it may not have been applicable and may
have retarded selection in the early days,
now with the advance in railway com-
munication and the improved conditions
of the State, and now that we are able to
obtain a larger number of surveyors, we
should adopt the course in preference to
the free selection of the past. Free
selection means that the eyes of the
country are picked out in man~y instances,
and that pieces of land which appear to
be of little use at the time are left out
and ultimately taken up by the owner.
I we have classification first we would
place with the good land a certain pro-
portion of the inferior laud, and we would
class the inferior laud at a certain rate
per acre and charge it up on the whole
area selected. A man would then know
what he was getting. At present the
applicant comes along and takes up a
good piece of land, and those who come
after are pushed out on to the inferior
lands.

At 6-SO, the SPEAKER left the Chair.
At 7-30, Chair resumed.

Has, F. H. PIESSE (continuing)
When the adjournment took place I was
dealing with the question of the land tar
as proposed by the Government, and I
alluded to the question of land settlement

which is so closely allied to this subject,
because if we impose certain charges on
the land of the country, I fear the effect
will be deterrent to that settlement we
are all anxious to see. I also touched
on the question of other methods that
could be resorted to for increasing the
revenue; because if railways aire to be
built at the expense of the State, and
settlement is to follow, as we expect it
will, then those persons who are in the
most favourable localities should not
object to an increased rate being ch-arged
on their land. 1 hope I wade myself
clear that in regard to those who are
distant from railways or from means of
communication, a lower rate should be
imposed on their land; and although -we
have been so eager to see settlement on
the land and have been so encouraged by
the phenomenal rate at which settlement
has been progressing in some instances,
yet now it seems that, with the facilities
which are afforded anud the ad~vantages
which settlers have, we can well consider
the question of' the reclassification of our
lands, with a view to an increased price
in certain directions. In regard to the
question, I may say I feel that if proper
economy were exercised, though perhaps
it may be asking that this should be
accomplished too early in the history of
the present Government, with the oppor-
tunities we have of exercising economies
I think the people themselves should
restrict their demands and should assist
the Governmen t in every direction
possible. I know it is difficult to deal
with this question; because with a
growing country and a population coming
in so f reely, every centre requires certain
help from the country, and this makes it
hardl for the Government in power to deal
with the demands which are mnade, and
limtice the necessary economy. Still,
there are many economies to be practised
with good effect, for if we look into
matters closely we can find where
moneyV can be saved; first, by a careful
preparation of the Estimates, and next
by a close criticism of them when they
come before this Rouse. The same
remark applies to the question of an
income tax, which is a good resource and
is applied in almost every country. When
the time comes for its imposition here,
and if we really need it more than we do
to-dlay, let it be imposed, and the people
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niust bear the burdens necessary for the
countr 'y's development. But at this stage
it does Dot seem necessary, and that is the
reason why I oppose it. Lana taxation
is not necessary, as I have said, because
it will operate as a deterrent to settle-
ment. It has been pointed out that the
income arising from this source would
not be -a large one, that the cost of
collection in such an extensive countryWwould be large in proportion to the
amount received. With regard to another
matter proposed in the Governor's Speech,
the tax on totallisators, it seems a repre-
hensible course for the Government to
propose. Those who have seen the
influence of the gambling rage in this
State and in other parts of Australia, the
great evils that have followed it, will wish
to know whether this proposed tax on
totalisator receipts is going to lessen or
increase the gambling spirit; but outside
of that, 1 think it is not a course which
should be taken, because it would be
giving State Countenance to the very
gambling evils we wish to see repressed.
In no period has it been more necessary
that we should look at this matter
seriously than it is now ; for the climatic
conditions of Australia lend themselves
to out-door sports, and we naturally wish
to see people enjoy themselves in a
rational way; but there is the danger
that the attention which 'younger people
should give to their business and their
occupations is being taken away to a
large extent and directed to those sports,
especially to racing and other gambling
forms of amusement which are detri-
mental to the interests of the country.
That is bad enough in itself, but when
we come to the gambling evil we find it is
much more serious. Referring to what
has been said with regard to the won-
derful success of racing on the goldields
and the large -amount of money put
through the totalisator, I know as ah
business mant that this seriously affects
the ordinary tr-ade of the country. Speak-
ing as one whbo has to supply a. commodity
which comes into the every-day neces-
sities of the people, the tradesmen who
retail it to the people say that after races
have taken place on the goldfields there
is the greatest difficulty in obtaining
payment of ticcounts, and that for some
weeks after the racing the bulk of the
people there are not able to pay their

Iway. It seems the gambling craze has
such an influence on those people that

Ithey are spending more money than they
can afford, in the hope of making large
hauls through the totalisator funds and
in other sporting directions. The State
will probably find it difficult to interfere ;
but if we look to England for an example,
we see that a6 Bill is introduced there
with a view to suppressing the evils of
gambling. We in this State should take
this matter in hand most seriously, and
not only should the Legislature of the
State look at it seriously, but we should
have the assistance of some strong-
minded, forcible, and energetic men who
will try to form committees in various
centres for suppressing this evil. It is
influencing our young men ;and not only
influencing them in a small way with the
totalisator, but it affects them in the
larger systems of gambling; and conse-
quently there are many defalcations
among employees, more than people hear
of, and those business men who employ
clerks and other assistants know tha
this evil is growing fast, and they have to
face the difficulty daily. Such matters have
come under mry notice personally, and I
think we should introduce such legislation
ats will deal with these evils mnan effectual
way. I think the Government, in taking
the course proposed for raising revenue
by a tax on totalisator receipts, are en-
couraging the gambling spirit, and giving
countenance to an evil which should be
suppressed. In reference to old age
pensions, I have never expressed my
opinion fully, but I think the objects -are
most worthy. We already make pro-
vision for the aged, but uinder conditions
which are perhaps objectionable in many
cases. Still we must not be carried
awayv by sentiment, but must deal with
this question in a way that will make
the least inroads on our revenue. In a
country like this, where wye have so much
land available, especially in the South-
West, alluded to just now by the Minister
for Lands, and which is being drained, I
say we should go in for closer settlement
there on blocks of' three to five or even
ten acres, which will be sufficient for a
muan with his family to live on if he only
gets a start. For instance, a man and
his wife who have reached that period of
life when they are not able to make all
the provision that is desirable, could be
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assisted ;ery usefully in this way. Say
we set aside portions of this area, and
instead of spending a little money on
them as we are proposing to do for the
stronger peoplewho are better able to bear
the burdens, we might in this case try ten,
twenty, or thirty of these little allotments,
and at the expense of the State build a
house, not costly, and c'lear so much land
ready for occupation by some aged people.
Give them an opportunity of cultivating
these lands. When they are unable to
work any longer, they can be provided
for by other means. As we know, there
are many old men and old women, both
married ant unmarried, who could take
up this work and make a hobby of it, in
preference to entering an institution or
being otherwise provided for by the
State. If employed as I suggest, they
would be earning money, and could sell
the produce of their land. I know per-
sonally that nearly everything required
by the people of this State can be pro-
duced on the laud, and that which could
not be produced could be purchased out
of those old people's earnings. That seems
to me preferable to almost any scheme
for old age pensions. People reaching a
statutory age, to be prescribed by the
Act, could be thus provided for without
being offered monetary assistance, which
in some eases might be resented. A
most serious question, in my opinion,
is the proposed referendum. On this
point I am strongly opposed to the
Government. I do not believe in the
principle of the referendum. I fear the
referendumi is not a good or a safe mleans
of ascertaining public opinion. Such
opinion, when given on a referendum, is
influenced bn those who are more active
than others in putting forward their own
opinions, and who sometimes lead people
to vote against their real opinions and
the interests of the country. We have
bad an evidence of that in the referendun
on Federation. The experiment was
tried here. and with what success we
know. We ultimately entered the union.
I was a strong opponent of Federation,
though now, as we have entered it, no
one is 'more anxious than I to see it
succeed. I am not one of those who
were ardent supporters of Federation
during the Federal jan ipaignu and who
are no0w its bitter opponents. Soale
members say "Why not trust the

people ?" If we could place a voting
paper in the hands of every person in this
country, without influencing any of them,
that course might be safe. But when
people are so easily led bhr the advocates
or the opponents of a measure, then there
is danger. Hence I am not prepared to
agree to a referendum. Though it is
said that the referendum mnight result
not in the abolition but in the reform of
the Upper House, I prefer things to
remain as theyv are. The Minister for
Lands has referred to-night to the pro-
posed consolidation of the land laws. It
is not well to say much on the subject
till we have the Bill before us. Then
will be the time for suggestions or objec-
tions. But I feel that the matter should
be most seriously taken uip. It is recog-
nised throughout Australia, that we in
this State have the most liberal land laws
of any on the continent. These are the
outcome of the careful Administrations
in the past. We had the assistance of
those who held office before responsible
government; we had also the mature
experience of Sir John Forrest, who was
so long Minister for Lands, and who
knew the whole of the State from one
end to another. Subsequently we bad
the experience of that veteran Lands
Minister, the Hion. 0. Throssell, who did
so much to promote land settlement.
Afterwards we had the successors of that
gentleman, all eager to do their best in
the same cause. We now find a deter-
inination on the p~art of the lpresent Gov-
erniment to undo much that has recently
been done to settle the country. I admit
that what the present Government have
done was initiated byv their immediate
predecessors, the James Government. I
refer to the temporarily reserving from
sale or from applicati on of second or
third-class grazing leases. This wasdone
by the James Government; afterwards,
those leaves were restored and applica-
tions sent in; recently the lands have
again been withdrawn. I agree with the
Minister for Lands that there is some
need for a modification of the law; but I
hope the Government in their zeal will
not go too far, because after -all there is
much to be done with what are called
our third-class; lands. Only those who,
like me, know how such laud can hb'
developed, recognise what a, diflereuce
there is between good and bad land in
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this State. I have said before in this
House that we should not classify the
lands as first, second, and third-class, but
might increase the numerals and create
even a tenth class. The question of the
situation of the lands has never received
attention when classifying them. Lands
which are more favourably situated
should be dealt with in the' manner I
have previously alluded to. The classifi-
cat-ion according to quality should be
seriously looked into. Many of our
lands officers are worthy men who know
their work; but in the hurry and skurry
of our development we have had to
appoint some officers who do not know
quite so much of the working of our
lands system, and do not know enough of
our lands to be able to make a just
classification. I have not much fault to
find in this matter, but I feel we should
be most careful; and though so much
has been said by the Minister for Lands
as to the settlement which has resulted
from the work of the Government, I do
not think, he can justly take credit for
that settlement, because it results from
the work of previous Administrations.
No doubt the present Government did a
good deal to help; but land settlement is
a slow process. We sow the seed to-day,
but cannot reap the harvest to-morrow.
The seed sown by previous Administra-
tions is now being reaped in a bountiful
harvest. So it will go on. If the Bill
introduced by the Government is one
of which I can approve, none will be
better pleased than I to give them every
credit for their good intentions. We
have heard much of the great success
which follows in the wake of settlement;
but we must not forget the goldfields,
which did n~ore than anything else to
help the agriculturists. Were it not for
them, we on the land should probably be
struggling along, competing in a small
way among ourselves, and not receiving
the benefits we new enjoy. But the
Lands is the most important department
in the State, and req uires most careful
handling; -so do not let the zeal of the
Government bring about exactions which
after all will be a deterrent to proper
settlement. In every English journal
one takes up, one finds great anxiety
about getting the people on the land in
England. The cry is, "Back to the
land." And that cry ought to be much

louder in Australia. There is a tendency
here for people to coe into and to hang
about the towns. Recently I have noticed
numbers of men standing about the
streets of Perth, perhaps watching build-
ings in progress. Many of them seem
to be able-bodied workers, probably unable
to secure employment, or perhaps their
employment is irregular. It seemed to
me that many of them would make most
useful settlers, but they cannot obtain
work in the country. There are, on the
other hand, men who have a little means,
but who do not care to go into the
country ; and even the financial insti-
tutions-I do not speak of the banks,
because they do assist settlers, but the
other financial institutions which lend
money-look on country lands as of
little value as securities. On city property
these institutions will lend money much
more freely than one would think safe.
If it be true that they have a fear of the
country's future, and retard its develop-
m ent, no wonder some people refrain

*from investing money in the country,
and prefer cityv investments. There
will be a. serious and sorry awakening
some day. What stood to Victoria in her

*distress? The broad acres. Even to-day
those big institutions in Victoria which

*at one time did not look on broad acres
as security are now seeking them in pre-
ference to city lands, except lands in the
most important thoroughfares. The

isuburbs of Melbourne, Sydney, and other
cities, are neglected by financial institu-
tions, and more attention is being given
to broad acres. With the acknowledged
prolificness of our country, we have an
immense wealth capable of development;
and though we need caution in carrying
out any proposals before us, do not let us
fear as to results, if the departments are
carefully administered, and the induce-
meats held out are safe and reliable. We
have many draw backs in the country
districts. There is in country life a
dulness which seems to act as a deterrent
to city people. But if they wish to see
this country go ahead, they must do what
has been done in other places, they
must throw in their lot with the country
people, and give up the idea of clinging
so closely to the towns. They may get
more pleasure from a town life; no
doubitthey do. But there ism limit to the
growth of towns; for town dwellers must
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dwindle unless the country thrives, and the
time will come when, instead of looking
with pride to our teeming streets, unless
we help to forward country iud ustries we
shall find the town residents unsuccessful
in the battle of life. On the whole, I do
not find much fault with the administra-
tion of the Government. I feel that
Ministers are imbued with good intentions,
and with a, desire to do their best so as to
compare with any previous occupants
of the Treasury bench. This I have
said before, but I -hould have mnen-
tioned a disapproval in regard to the
Government, and that is the mat-
ter of the reduction of railway rates.
I feel that although there has been aL
clamour for a reduction of the railway
rates, and although so much has been
said about the i ufriugment of State
rights, still it was a case of looking after
ourselves. We shall not get people in
the Eastern States to look after us. We
may look on their advancement with
every pride as Australians; still there is
a parochialism which may savour of self -
interest, though it is self-preservation. I
quite believe the Government will do
all they possibly can to assist people in
distant places. It has been said the
reduction which should he made would be
of assistance to the consumer on the
goldfields, giving him his food cheaper.
With the distant settlers I class not only
the agriculturists but the goldfields
people, and I do not think we are giving
the distant settlers much by the reduction.
The reductions are so sniall that a
division cannot lie made so as to reach
the pockets of the consumer. In passing
the new railway rates the Government
did not look so closely into the matter
as they should have done. They prob-
ably did look closely into the subject
but without any special knowledge, and
therefore dlid not effect such a just
revision as could have been accomplished
if they had bad assistance or had obtained
opinions fronm two, three, or four different
sources to help them in arriving at a
conclusion. As to the Commissioner of
Railways, he has a statutory obligation
to f ulfil. He is appointed under an Act
passed by Parliament, and he is there to
regulate the business of our railways.
We have often heard it said that he
must make the railways pay, but we
do not wish them to he made to

pay at the expense of the people of
the country. I do not blame the Com-
missioner in putting forth his pro-
posals: lie is asked for certain work, and
must have the money to carry it out.
We have given him ai certain right of
revision, but we say in regard to the
railway rates of the country the question
of settling them still remains with
the Government. Therefore the Govern-
ment have the greater responsibility cast
on them in the direction of cabrefully
ruriswug the rates to see that they do not
press ini an arbitrary manner on any
section of the people.' [Mu. WATTS in-
terjected.] I am glad the hon. member
has spoken. He comes from a ccntre
that has exhibited selfishness in regard to
this matter which I say should not be

ipresent. The people in the hon. merit-
b er's district have an advantage greater
than that possessed by people a hundred

Imiles south. They have their land at the
same price as people farther away; they
are at the very gate of the goldfields;
they are close to the recognised port of
this part of the counkry; and having

*these advantages they should not have
*objected to the slight disadvantage in
the way of preferential rates. The differ-
ence between Northam and Katanning
was 4s. a ton; to-day it is 10s. a ton.
When one looks at the question all round
this is an unfair change. People who

*reside at North am or York or any of
those centres can take a p~assage to Perth
for 10s. Second class, whereas from
Katanning to Perth it costs 34s. second
class. Then there is a decrease in the
rates from 9s. 2d. a ton on the mineral
class of goods to 3s. 10d. a ton in the
more favoured localities referred to. We
do not complain so rninth Of this, but

*there is an injustice in havibg the rates
changed. We ask for fair play in regard
to preferential rates.

THE &IflSTEE FOR MINES AND RAIL-
WAYS: You realise that the preferential
ra~te should be abolished.

How. F. H. PIESSE: I do in the way
the hon. member looks at it, but not in
the way I look at it. As I have said in
the House before, this has always been a
bogey. The differenice as between im-
ported goods from Fre mantle and local
goods was only Ss. 9d.

THE M1iNxsTER FoR MINES AND RAIL-
WAYS: That is not the point.

[ASSEMBLY.] Antendneents.
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HON. F. H, PIESSE:- I admit that
when we come to the competing point we
should make tile rates the same for im-
ported goods over the railways as for
local goods. What I say is that on the
branch lines and the long lines of railway.
the longest throughout the State, the
Government should take into considera-
tion the question of giving what is called
a preference on the zone system which is
applicable in Australia. It exists still in
New South Wales and in all parts of the
world-in Canada, the United States,
Qeape Colony, the same system exists that
I am asking for, the adoption of the zone
system. We had it in existedee; why
interfere with it F I hope the Minister
will look into this matter and he probably
will give information when replying. It
is a serious matter affecting the people.
The member for Northam asks, Does the
farmer get it or the merchant? I say
the farmer gets it, because with the in-
crease it means 2-1d a mile more for the
carriage of wheat more than it did last
week. Does the hon. member mean to
say that will not have a~n influence on the

prc? The merchants must pay 21d. less
for it, If they did not get the advanltage
of that before it did not improve the
position. The farmer will get 21. less
for his grain than he did before.

THE MNhrSTsa. Yoe MINS AND RA.IL-
WAYS:- You do not argue that the zone
system has been abolished. It is still in
existence.

How. F. H. PIESSE:- But not on
the lines I think should have been
adopted. I say in assisting the Govern.
merit in regard to these rates, that on to
the goldfields we can send a ton of goods
at less money than we could send them
before, but what is the difference? P-only
2s. 10Od. Who is going to get the differ-
ence?1 How can you divide 2s. 10d. on
a tn of chaff or a ton of flour? It
really means that the Government will
lose revenue without giving any advan-
tage to anybody else. The buyer will
get it, but not the public. On ton lots
it will be available, but on small bag lots
and pound lots it is not available. It is
of no benefit to the consumer. The
difference as between the rate from more
favoured localities has not been improved;
it has been interfered with. We are in
a worse position as a competitor with
wore favoured localities. I admit that

when we joinedI Federation we had to
conform to the conditions which were
necessary in regard to inter-State rights
obligations. The Premnier at Hobart had
to agree to it because such a clause was
necessary, but we have a perfect right in
this country to deal with our own when

1it does not come into competition with
the products of the Eastern States.
Another thing I should like to say, and
perhaps this is not the fault of the Com-
missioner, because the rate book, I
believe, was intended to be brought into
force earlier in the year, it has come
into force on the 17th July, which will
mean a loss to people who have entered
into contracts. It may mean a loss of
thousands of pounds. It is said the
farmer has a large advantage now. He
got the higher rates in the earlier part of
the year, but next year he will not get
the advantage, he will lose it, because all
the goods will have to be carried longer
distances at rates from 2s. a ton to 12s.
a ton. Take aL man who has made a
contract in which his profits are small.
Supposing he has to deliver in Perth.
There is 2s. 6d. a ton on chaff. He has
to pay 6s. 6d. more for his ton of chaff,
therefore he is going to lose on it. The
rates should have been broughit into
existence in October. There would have
been a loss then, but not s~o great. The
present is an inopportune time for bring-
inig the rates into existence. Contracts
with the goldfields may not mean loss,
hut there is no gain, for the reduction is
so small. In regard to the public wor-ks
policy, that will be brought forward
later on, but I would like to say that
I disagree with the construction of a
floating dock for this great country, with
its possibilities and population of over
a quarter of a million, and in a
few years the population will be far
greater. Even if we take the normal
increase in tenl years' timie the population
must be large, especially if we carry out
an immigration policy. Our ports will
have to be made use of. and instead of
having the shipping which we have
to-day there will be ten times as much
shipping in five years. Therefore it seems
to be unwise on the part of the Govern-
ment to think of constructing a floating
dock at such an important port as Fre-
mantle. Let us set aside something else.
I prefer to stop some other development
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work rather than construct a, floating
dlock at. such an important port as Fre-
mantle.. It will give us a ha name. I
agree with the Minister for Works that
it is a. very good thing to have such a
dock as a temporary measure, that is if
it had been constructed some time ago
and we could not afford more money, but
to-day we van afford more money. What
is half a million pounds for the construc-
tion of such a dock compared with the
advantages to be derivedP

THE MINISTER POE MINES AND
RAILWAYS: Half a million will not do it;
it will cost three-quarters of a million.

Roii, F. H. FIESSE: We got an
esitimate some time ago of £560,000, and
I think the work could be carried out for
that. We must have a, good dock at
Fromauntie, for it is the last port of call in
Australia and is on the high road of the
shipping of the world. It means that if
you have a good dock here ships will
come into this place for repairs. It will
be a. noted port of call, and we should
do everything we can to induce that;
because I believe that one of the elements
of success and one of the essentials is to
do the best we can, Tather than attempt
a temporary measure such as this. [Mr.
TAYLOR: How are the docks paying in
the rest of AustraliaV] It is not a
question of paying, but of finding these
conveniences. The hon. member is not
a business man. We have to spend
thoutsands before we can get a, sti),rt on
our work often, and we have to do it to
develop business and trade. It would
frighten people if they knew what has to
be done before one penny is returned.
[Interjeu~tion.] I think must of the
floating docks have answered well. At
Natal they bad a floating dockz, but look
at the trouble; the first year a total
wreck. There is trouble in bringing it
out, and there is loss of time. We have
now had loss of time in regard to this
matter; and I as Minister controlling
that department in earlier years take
some of the blame for its not having been
pushed on before. But, after al!, the
delays have not been such a great loss, if
we are successful in carr 'ying out, the
work now. I have almost concluded all
I wish to say, and I shall leave other
questions until such time as they crop
up. 1 think the seriousness of the situa-
tion is evident. As an old member of

the House I have seen many no-tonfi-
dence mnotions. brought forward, and have
seen them disposed of too; and I know
well that there is a, restlessness hanging
about this House that is not good for the
country, and the sooner the matter is
brought to a conclusion the better.
There are many harsh things said which
perhaps we regret having said. We have
perhaps said many things which hurt
the personal feeling of members of this
House. I always try to avoid them, if I
can. I say, as I said just now, there is a,
desire to give credit where credit is due,
and I can only re-echo the words of the
leader of the Opposition in regard to the
good which the Government have done
in the directions I have mentioned. But
of course there is no Government with-
out a fault, and when the position is so
serious, in our opinion or the opinion of
the member who perhaps should have the
matter in hand, let us either remove it or
simplify it farther by carrying the vote
we propose to a, successful issue, so far as
we are concerned. It may be asked, what
serious charge have T against the Govern-
mentP I have mentioned several things
in which T disagree with them, hut the
most serious against them, to my mind,
after all, is this, that though we have aL
lot of good men sitting on the Govern-
ment side who have the best interests of
the country at heart, still, after alt, there
seems an influence from without which
has acted most detrimentally in some
directions, and that is one of the troubles
which I see from having what might 'be
termed an exclusively LabourGovernment;'
If we are not going to be free in our
nctions, if we are to be governed from
without by unions and other methods, it
interferes with the good working of such
an institution as this. We should be free
too act. We are pledged to our con-
stituents and to the interests of the
country; and there are many men who
comne to the Rlouse with strong pledges
who perhaps change their opinions, and
perhaps for the better. But after all I
do not care to see an outside influence
dominating in a measure the good inten-
tious, the good work of useful men.
Among the members of the present
Government I have many friends-per-
sonal friends-men who have visited my
part of the country, and it has always

Ibeen a pleasure to see them there; and
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after visiting the country they have not
only gained experience but they have
given us encouragement in certain direc-
tions. There is much good in these
visits, but I feel that I am not at one
with the Government in those points I
have taken exception to. Therefore.
under the present circumstances I am

sorry that I do not see my way to support
them in a psition in which they are now
going to vot in regard to the amendment
by the leader of the Opposition. Before
concluding I would like to say that a
remark by the member for North Perth
(Mr. F. F. Wilson) a few nights ago or
last night-for it seems so long since we
started this-was that he has heard
nothing but good of the present Govern-
ment. No doubt that is true. I do not
wish to doubt the hon. member, bat he
travels among a different set of people
from the people I travel amongst, and I
bear the opposite. I hear good said of
the Government personally and of in.
dividual mcmbers ~f the Government;
but-although it may perhaps be more
of a bogey than anything else--there
must be an tmrestfulness in regard to the
condition of affairs of the country. It
seems to me that the parties in this
House are so equally divided. They are
divided in a way, and yet they are ruled
as it were by a small section, and that
gives unrestfulness too. The public do
not know what is going to happbn, and
whilst this unreitfulness goes on things
will not settle themselves here. Of
course this motion may not have the
result that is expected on this side of the
House. If it has not, let us settle down
to good and solid work as soon as we
can. I feel that the position of affairs is
an influence iii the direction of unrestf ul-
ness; it has an influence in the direc-
tion of the staying of business, as it were.
But I will say this in credit to the Gov-
ernment, that I feel they have looked as
closely and more closely perhaps into the
expenditure than any other men who
have been there, and they have turned
over every shilling, in a measure, before
they spent it. I repeat that if the Gov-
ernment can continue in office and if they
go on and do work such as will be useful
to the country, there will be no one better
pleased than I. I would like to say, too,
there have been allusions made to the
seekers for office. I have had experience.

I have known what it is to have perhaps
the two busiest offices of the State under
my control ; and if I were to-day free
from my own cares and the country
needed me, I would be only too glad to
take up any position they offered me for
the good of the country. But I am not
able to do this. I am so earnest in
this matter that I would go so far as to
say that, if need be and if there is a man
outside who would be well fitted to take
the leadership of any party in this H ouse
-and I say it without any reflection upon
the present leaders-I would, with the
consent of my own constituents, rather
than continue the position I now hold,
which I regard as a great honour and
which I have held since the beginning of
responsible government, give the posi-
tion up and let someone else take it.
That is the feeling I have to-day. It
seems to me so serious. It grieves me
to the heart when I see politics in this
country degraded as they have been
during the last few dlays by the political
intrigues, the search for office made by a
certain section of this House, especially
by its leader. I think that at no time in
the history of the State has it been more
necessary for people to pull themselves
together and act with determination,
and let us end this unsatisfactory state
of affairs, a condition which I take
it is in no way countenanced by the
members who sit on the Government
side of the House, nor by those who sit
on this side of the House.

Mn.ONxO: Ungenerous and not true.
R-om. F. H. PiEasE: Quite true.
MR. CoNfon: It is not. You have no

right to make a statement On reports you
believe right.

HoN. F. H. PEsaSE: I believe it.
Mn. A. J. WILSON CForrest): In

rising to speak to the amendment I need
hardly say I do so with considerable
regret. It grieves mns to find that in the
execution of what I believe to be my
conscientious duty to the pledges which I
gate my constituents 12 months ago, I
should find myself as it were out of
harmony with the ideals of the majority
of that party which was returned 22
strong at the last general election. In
anything 1 may say to-night I desire to
make no bitter attacks on any members
of the House, and those who were antici-
pating that 1 would give utterance to
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some, shall I say spicy', phrases in regard
to my views generally will, I hope,
be utterly and entirely disappointed.
In my opinion the country to-day-not
only this House, because after all this
House is but the servant of the great 1
State we all desire anxiously to serve in
its best interests-is looking anxiously
forward to a satisfactory settlement of
condition of affairs which, in my opinion
and I believe in that of the vast majorityI
of the people of the State, is absolutely
intolerable. In connection with the
position of the Labour Government we
find they were returned at the last
general election 22 in numbers, in a
House of 50. We also find they were
assisted into the ranks of office by the
generous aid of my friend the member
for Katauning (Ron. F. H. Piesse), who
has just sat down, my friend the member
for Beverley (Mr. Harper), and certain
others who, whilst opposed to the prin-
ciples of the then Government, were even
more vitally opposed to the principles
and practices of the present party. But
if we remember the circumstances tinder
which my friend the member for Beverley
voted for the deposition of the James
Government and the elevation of the
Labour party to office, we find that on
the Address-in-Reply in the last session
of Parliament he gave utterance to these
words:-

For many years past there has been a steady
rise on the part of the masses seeking power.
That is the natural result of education.
Anyone who objects to the masses obtaining
power is condemning himself if be supported
the cause of free and secular education. It is
a natural corollary that men of ordinary
intelligence should, when they can utilise that
intelligence, seek for power; and the man
who blames them for doing so is, I think,
hardly worthy of consideration. In my
opinion, as this activity on the part of the
masses, or a portion of them, has strengthened,
so have the masses pressed their desires upon
the Ministry and the Parliament of the day;
and the present Ministry have gone a ion g
way towards meeting those desires. To-day
the position is that the Ministry do not
possess a majority in the House, nor have the
party directly opposing them a majority. If
this state of affairs continue, the result must
be that the desires of the Opposition will grow
stronger every day, as will their influence on
the Government benches; and the Opposition
may force their desires upon Parliament,
owing to the persistence of the Msinistry in
tryingr to maintain office with a very narrow
majority. This situation I consider very

unhealthy for any State, and therefore I think
the sooner it is ended the better. Such is my
reason for taking my place on these (Opposi-
tion) cross-benches.
I do not quarrel altogether with the
sentiments expressed by the member for

Beveley in the words I have just
ra in regard to the position he

took up on the no-confidence debate
in relation to the James Ministry. It
seems to me that there is a good matter
for application in that sentiment, which
may be applied to the position so far as
the Labour Government in this House is
concerned. The ideal of the Labour party,
so far as Ihave understood it, has been
the attainment of certain fixed principles
which, in the eyes of that party, would
not make for the interest or advancement
of any section of the community, but
which, if realised and placed on the
statute - book of the country, would
make for the actual advancement of the
whole State in common. Had it notbeen
so, I venture to think that the Labour
party, as aparty outside Parliament, would
never have drafted the programme which
it did to ameliorate the social condition
of the people of the State ; and in seeing
that there are readjustmnts of social
conditions, it may in all probability be
necessary to do some slight injury to
some members of the community who are
small in number, but who have probably
prospered at the expense of the major
portion of the community. If that be
true-and T do not think it can be gain-

isaid-it seems to mue to be something
quite justifiable in the circumstances. I
ask members on this (the Government)
side of the House what would be the
position taken up by the leader of the
Federal Labour party in regard to the
present situation"?' Would Mr. Watson
hwvme found it necessary, in the language
of the present Minister for Works, to
have said:-

These members should remember that
although the Government's methods might
not be ideal, it wvas absolutely necessary-and
it had been found so in every State where the
policy of the party was in existon ce-to revise
its plans to meet the exigencies of the moment.
That had been found to be so even in Queens-
land, where they had the cr~me do Za er~m of
the party, and where they also found it im-
perative to make common cause with people
who were not of their own ranks. The sme
was being done in Victoria, and critics here
should realise that in this State also it was
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necessary to revise their plane according to
the circumstances of the moment ?
If that be true, it is tantamount to con-
demning everytbiug that the intelligence'
of the Labour party outside this House
has deemed necessary and requisite in
advancing the interests of the community
at large. If it has been necessary to
revise plans, it will sem it has been
necessary to do so not so much in the
interests of the State as that the Labour
party mnay continue in a dominant position
in the Legislature of this State, and
tbat it may be enabled by its minority
representation in this House to abso-
lately carry out the programme we
all went for so straightforwardly at
the last general elections. A position in
which any party in Parliament has the
responsibility of office without the
numerical power to carry out its wishes
is in moy opinion subversive of all the
sound principles of responsible govern-
ment. Row can we have responsible
government when we have a party of
22 members holding the reins of office
and anxious to stay there, and 23 men in
Opposition anxious to get to the places
occupied by the 22, and four other mem-
bers neither directly nor indirectly allied
to either party? The position must
necessarily be that the dominating influ-
ence must always go to that portion
which represents the buffer between the
two parties interested in obtaining the
seals of office. That is absolutely n-
avoidable; and unless there can be some
satisfactory compromise, some fair, square,
equitable, and above- board arrangement
either between the whole of the members
sitting on the Government side of the
House, or between some of those sitting
on this side of the House and those in
Opposition, it will be absolutely impos-
sible to carry on the affairs of the country
with satisfaction and credit and with
any degree of stability. What is the
alternativeP In my opinion it is a
scandal to think that, coming fresh as we
have from our constituencies, it is impos-
sible for the 50 gentlemen elected to carry
on the affairs of His Majesty's Govern-
ment in this House. Why is it found
impossible ? Is it because there are not
sufficient men of capacity, brains, and
intelligence in this House to carry on the
affairs Of the State ? No. It is because
there are certain rigid party lines laid

down to the exclusion of the best ad
ablest men who stand in this House to-
day. The alternative, in my opinion,
is one which, I believe, has found a
prominent place in the platformn of the
Labour party, that is to do anay with
the present system of appointing Minis-
ters, and to adopt the principle that the
House of 50 members may elect the best,
the ablest, and the most qualified men
returned to tbis Parliament to take
the responsibility of administering the
affairs of the State. My friend the
member for Ivanhoe (Mr. Scaddan) re-
marks that I might have a look in then.
If I had no more chance than the bon.
member has, I would never get in. [MR.
Taoy: You imagine that.] If my
imagination were as wild and woolly* as
that of the member for Mount Magnet,
1 might do equally idiotic things as bini-
self. If it be found impossible in this
House to agree to an amendment to the
Constitution Act to enable this state of
affairs to be brought about, there is only
one alternative, and that is to allow the
people of the country to say whether or
not they approve of the present intoler-
able condition of affairs; and I am quite
prepared to go to the country and refer
the questions which are engaging the
attention of Parliament to th econ stituen-
vies of this State for their verdict,

MR. BnGES : Some members do not
want to go.

MR. TAYLOR: It is not the going: it is
the coming back.

MR. A. J. WILSON: I speak in
regard to this matter as one who repre-
sents a constituency where by far the
predominant influence is the Labour
influence; and I speak as one who un-
doubtedly believes that the principles I
advocated at the last general election are
the principles which, if carried out and
placed on the statute-book of this State,
would makte for the advantage and
prosperity of every member of this com-
munity. Labour men are seut to Parlia-
ment for the purpose, if possible, of
realising to the fullest possible extent the
ideals they have fought for, and which
they have advocated so ably, so eloquently,
and so consistently in the past; and it
seems to me that until the Labour party
as a party are returned from the con-
stituencies in sufficiently strong numbers
to enable them to carry out their pro-
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gramme which they are supposed to
believe in, it will be absolutely impossible
for them to represent their constituencies
and their policy with any degree of credit
or honour to themselves. In passing. I
say it is significant to observe the
attitude of the leader of the Federal
Labour party in regard to this matter.
We find that in the recent division which
resulted in the defeat of the Reid
Ministry an opportunity presented itself
to Mr. Watson and the members of his
party to become associated with the
ad ministration of the affairs of the Com-
monwealth in a joint Ministry with the
Deakin party; but I am informed on the
very best authority and from authentic
sources that it was clearly and definitely
decided on the part of the Labour party
thatin thefuture they would notallythem-
selves with any other party* in the House,
that is that they would not join in any
coalition Ministry, and would only support
the Dleakin Ministry in so far as it was
consistent with the tenets of their faith. It
may be that they have found it necessary
to do this, but it is significant that Mr.
Watson has taken up this attitude after
so0 recent a tour through Queensland
where a coalition Ministry exists to-day,
and where, I believe, there is almost
unlimited and unbounded trouble among
the Labour party, caused by the truck-
ling and trimming that must be carried
on owing to the inability of the coalition
Government to carry out their programme
when they have a majority in Parliament.
In connection with the present Govern-
ment and in connection with the attitude I
have taken up in the past, I think it is only
fair for me to say that any dissatisfaction
I have had has not been born during the
last 24 hours, that it is not a thing of
yesterday, and that it is not one that has
been born by a refusal of the leader of
the Labour party to recognise my ability
or otherwise for Ministerial office or any
office in this House. My opposition, it
will be remembered, dated from the time
the first policy speech at Subiaco was
announced when in my opinion there
was a complete and defined departure
from the Labour policy of this country;
and while I am to-day bound to confess
and admit that the policy of the second
speech, enunciated at Subiaco recently,
is more progressive, democratic, and In
harmony with the ideals of the Labour

party than the previous one, I am still
forced to the conclusion that it is even
now a contravention of the beliefs and
tenets of the Labour party of to-day.

MR. REYsnR: What did Congress say?
MR. A. J. WILSON: In my opinion

Congress carried a vote of censure or want
of confidence in the policy of the present
Government.

MR. SCADDAN: You show your usual
density.

Mn. A. J. WILSON: Congress carried
a resolution based on the policyv of the
Government in the matter of land values
taxation. [MR. SCADDANZ You are abso-
lutely wrong.] In the language of the
member for Hannans, it affirmned almost
unanimously the principle of taxation of
land values without exemptions. [MR.
ScAunufN: The future policy.] It is
evidence of the customary absurdity of
the member for Ivanhoe that the opinion
of the Labour party of to-day is not its
opinion, but is the opinion of two or three
years hence. It is absolutely absurd for
any man to say that the opinion of Con-
gress to-day is not in favour of land values
taxation without any exemptions at all.
I say , therefore, that decision proves
conclusively that the policy' of the Labour
Government in the matter of the
exemption of land to the extent of £400
is entirely opposed to the policy of the
party in this House to-daiy. [MnERn:
What did the previous Congress sayF]
I do not know whether it is the idea of
Rome members of this Labour party that
they should revive the ideal of the
Labour party of 50 years ago. I say
that the Labour party is up-to-date.
Now we will go to another question,
regarding which I think the Labour
Congress passed a vote of censure on the
present Gtovernment, and that is the
question of the continued and persistent
alienation of lands by the present
Government [Msanan: They would
soon turn you out if yon brought, that

Iin.] Whether that be so or not, I am
only dealing with what I believe to be the
enunciated policy and the firm policy
of the Labour party in this State to-day.
And if I am here to represent that
Labour party I certainly want to do the
best I honestly and conscientiously (an
to see the realisation of those ideals at
the earliest possible moment, and I am
not prepared to truckle and to trim my
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ideas and views on this matter at the
whim or will of any party or any section
of parties that iniy be assembled in this
Chamber at the present time. There is
another question on which my hon.
friends will remember the Labour party
are opposed to the proposals of the
Government. I refer to the construction
of the Pilbarra Railway by private
enterprise. What is the resolution
carried at that Congress ? It reads as
follows:-

That in the opinion of this Congress the
proposal of the Government to construct theI
Pilbarra Railway by subsidised private enter-
prise is against the principles of the Laboutr
party.

MEMBER: What are the words which
were struck out of that resolution.

MR. A. J. WILSON: It does not matter
what were the words struck out. The
only question that concerns the followers
of the Labour party to-day, and those
who desire to interpret that policy, is
what was left in. Congress expressed
the opinion that the construction of that
line by private enterprise was against the
platform of the Labour party. That
ought to be acted upon by the Labour
party in this House, if they wish to fall
into line with the Labour party outside
Parliament. The words that were struck
out were " and should be withdrawn."
What difference does it make? Is it
not a sufficient direction to those who
believe in the principles of the Labour
party in this State, when a thing is
in contravention of Labour principles,
without adding the superfluous and un-
necessary words that it should be with-
drawn? I have given expression to these
sentiments, first because I desire to deal
now with statements made by the Premier
in this House in regard to certain mem-
bers of his party voting on the Address-
in-Reply. Itwiflbe remembered that the
Premier, turning round to members on
these benches and with both eyes on
myself, said that he was prepared to ask
members on this side of the House who
had no confidence in him as leader and
who had no confidence in the Ministry to
vote against the Ministry and against him
as leader; and he went on to say that if
he was hampered continually and re-
peatedly attacked by members sitting on
this side of the House, he would have
no alternative but to hand his re-

signation to his Excellency the Governor.
What does that mean F Does it
mean anything but a threat to mem-
bern on this side of the House F
Does he think that the threat of a
possible dissolution will prevent men
from having the courage to vote in accord-
ance with their principles? He went
farther in regard to this matter and said
he hoped only those members would sup-
port the Government who supported the
policy contained in the Governor's Speech,
and that those who voted for the Govern-
ment would he fighting for the Govern-
ment policy. It is idle for the Premier
to wax courageous in a matter of this
kind. In my opinion it is to a very large
extent cowardly and contemnptible to do
so, in face of the fact that he knows
that every member of the Labour party
in the House has signed a pledge to do
something, to vote on questions affecting
the fate of the Government not as his
constituents say, but as the majority of
the caucus of the Labour party say. And
I assert that in my opinion, if it had not
been for the inclusion of that pledge in
the Labour platform, the Premier would
not have had the couaetsy what he
did say in regard to members voting
against him on this particular question.
1 am expressing my opinionsH, and I would
like some members who have already ex-
pressed their opinions in regard to this
subject, and some who have opinions yet
to express, to say what they are going to
do in regard to the Governor's Speech.
What do we find there? We find we
are committed to the construction of the
Pilbarra Railway by private enterprise.
The Premier, in dealing with this matter
at Subiaco, said that providing a satis-
factory offer was received he was pre-
pared to recommend the House to accept
it. What is the position of the Labour
party in regard to that matter? I ven-
ture to say there are not eight members
of the Labour party who would dare to
vote for the construction of the Pilbarma
Railway by private enterprise. My friend
the member for North Perth (Mr. F. P.
Wilson) has already signified his opposi-
tion to the PilbArra Railway, and thereby
has, in my opinion, already violated the
utterances of the Premier in regard to
the support of it contained in the

hasenors Speech. The hon. memberhsalways been consistent on that
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matter, and on tbe question of the
taxation of unimproved land values, and
I think be believes in the principle of
nonalienation of Crown lands; yet not-
withstandling the challenge of the
Premier be feels bound to endorse the
policy of the Government, after the
Premier has said the endorsement of that

policy means, as I believe be intended,
the building of the Pilbarra Railway by
private enterprise, a tax on unimproved
laud values with exemptions, and the
continued alienation of the Crown lands
of this State. [Term MINISTER FOR
WORKS: Do you not recognise that an
election took place on those issues lately?]
If there be any accusation against myself,
and I have no doubt there will be
because I have the courage to take up a
stand which I believe I am honestly
entitled to do, holding as I do the
principles of the Labour party, the
accusation will be, and the only accusa-
tion can be, that I have stuck tenaociously
to the principles I espoused when I sought
the suffrages of the electors of Forrest
12 months ago. [MR. Scinniy: What
about the amendment you seconded ?]
My friend wants to know why I seconded
the amiendment moved by the member
for West Perth. [MR. TROT: Probably
because he asked you.] That may be
true, but it is quite evident that the
member for West Perth would not
descend to ask the member for Mount
Magnet. [AIR. TROY: He will not get
the opportunity.] I may say in regard
to the Midland Railway that I find myself
somewhat surprised at the fact that
members should seek to drag this question
out of this important debate. In my
opinion, with all due respect for those
who desire to have it withdrawn from
this discussion, it is not a question alto-
gether of what is the value of this land
or what is the value of this railway.
It is a question that the Goverment
have already agreed to make this
purchase if they can get the consent of
Parliament to do so. The Govermnent
are therefore, in my opinion, absolutely
bound hand and foot-irrespective of what
Parliament may think, what members of
this Rouse may think, what their own
party may think, they are bound
band and foot to purchase that line in
accordance with the price offeredan
submitted by the company possessing

this property. The position is this, ad
it is a position against which I protest
most strongly, that there are at all events
16 members of the Labour party on this
side of the House who have not had the
opportunity of deciding in their own
minds whether or not the purchase is a
fair and equitable one or not, or whether
it is advantageous to purchase the line at
the present juncture. I say they had not
had the opportunity up to the time the
Government agreed, subject to the con-
sent of Parliament, to make the purchase
of the line. And what will be the result?
The result will be that if these 16 mem-
hers are of opinion that this line should
not be bought to-day, my friends on the
Opposition side will be able to come over
and assist the Government to buy the
line in spite of the principles and views
of the Labour party in this Parliament

Ito-day. I think it is certainly a question
of principle. It is a most vital question
so far as increasing the indebtedness of
this State is concerned. We want to bear
in mind that already we have a heavy
public indebtedness in this country. Our

1public debt is growing in a ratio entirely
out of proportion to the growth of
population. Prom the year 1898 until
the end of December, 1904, subsequent
to the purchase of the Great South-
emn Railway, the total indebtedness
of this State has increased by 74
per cent, whilst the population has
only increased in the Small compara
tive ratio of 40 per cent. If we go
on increasing our public indebtedness,
what will be the inevitable result? It
will eventually lead us to absolute ruin.
There must he a time in which we must
keep our indebtedness in a fair propor-
tion to the growth of the population. In
addition to that, we have to consider
whether or not, after all, as my friend

Ithe member for West Perth pointed
out, the necessity itself really exists to
buy this line at present. What are the

igrounds which are commonly alleged
Ifor the necessityP They are that the
company at the present time are block-
ing settlement upon this area. And
why are they blocking settlement to.
dayI Is it' because the company are

askin exor bitant prices, or because the
- an is richer than the Crown lands
available for settlement? If they are

Iasking unduly high prices, and are only
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postponing the sale until equally good
Crown land becomes scarcer, and in con-
sequence of that increasing scarcity the
good lands of the company rise in value
and command a higher price, the best
way to overcome that difficulty is not. to
buy the land and throw on' the State
the onus and expense of settling it, but
to appl ,y the principle of land values
taxation, so as to wake the company
settle the lead themselves, and relieve the
country of the expense and the responsi-
bility of promoting that settlement. The
only other argument for the purchase of
this railway is that of the convenience of
the travelling public. Are we to saddle
this State with an increased indebtedness
of 1' millions of principal, and the conse-
quent interest, merely for the convenience
of the paltry handful of people who now
use that railway ?~ In any case, have we
not now, in the terms of the agreement
under which the railwayv was constructed
by the Midland Company, the power and
the opportunity to enforce such con-
ditions as will make the standard of
comfort and convenience on that line
equal to anything that can reasonably be
expected? Though, like the member for
Hannans (Mr. Nelson), I do not pose as
a financial expert, I am satisfied that the
ability of this or any other State to meet
its obligations can be only in. proportion
to the population and to the productive
power of its workers. If our national
debt is to be piled up, as I have
already suggested, in the ratio of 74
per cent, of debt to 40 per cent. of
population, the inevitable result must be
disaster. And if we pursue that policy,
can we 'wonder that there are cries of
bad times and a demand, as there has
been and is now throughout the State,
for lower wages, for a reduced cost of
production in the_ mining, the timber,
and every other industryP There is
undoubtedly an all-round general demand
for a reduction of wages; and is it any
wonder, when our public indebtedness is
being piled up in so great a ratio to our
increase of population, that the increase
of our debt is so great and the increase
of our population so smallP One cannot
close one's eyes to the fact that there
does exist in the State to-day, in spite of
the presence of a Labour Government, a
condition of industrial affairs which I do
not think has been equalled here, at all

events for the last 14 years. To-day on
the goldfields, as everyone knows, there
is an increasing cry for a reduction of
miners' wages. [Lnoua MEMBER: Thete
has always been that cry.] Yes; more
or less; but it has not always been true
that the reduction has taken place. It
has now taken place; and consequently
the purchasing and spending power of
the workers has been reduced; and when
we reduce that power we must inevitably
lessen the prosperity of the State as a
whole. In addition to this general
reduction of workers' wages, there has
been an increasing number of people who
find it almost impossible to get anything
like regular work. On the goldfields, as
I am assured by those who ought to
know, there is a constantly increasing
number of people out of work. Th the
metropolitan district this is so in a large
and accentuated degree. There are more
unemployed men now walking about
Perth and the metropolitan area than
there have been for very many years;
and all through the southern districts we
find a similar state of things. In~ the
timber industry, no less than eight or
nine mills have closed down during
the last' 18 months; and this neces-
sarily means that the men who were
engaged therein are thrown out of
employment and must seek it else.
where. The majority of them swell
the already overcrowded ranks ot the
unemployed. [LABOUR MEMBER: Your
namesake is taking notes.] I do not
care who takes notes; but if some of the
Labour Ministers would take a few more
notes on the industrial position, things
might be very much better. I am sure
the House will bear with me if I refer to
the condition of the worker in the timber
industry Jto-day. The Minister for Mines
(Hon. T. H. Bath), in speaking on this
question, said the Government are doing
something for the workers. The Gov-
ernment propose to curtail the area of
land held by the Killars' Combine, to
reappropriate certain lands held by the
combine and not now utilised. That is
something which certainly ought to be
done. I think no company has any right
to hold more land than it can conveniently
and advantageously use; and it has no
right to hold country to the exclusion of
other people who may be desirous of

iutilising it for any wealth-producing pur-
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pose. But the mnere fact that the
Ministry are prepared to curtail the area
of land held by the combine will not
assist those workers now threatened with
a serious reduction of wages and an ex-
tension of working hours in spite of the
high cost of living at the timber mills.
I do not think this reduction will take
place; but it is indisputable that at strong
attempt is being made by the represen-
tatives of the combine to bring it about.
[MEMBER: They want more mills.]
Whether they want more mills is not the
question; but I say the men in that
industry want more assistance, and they
have the right to look to a Labour Gov-
ernment, above all other Governments, to
do something, to raise a little finger, to
prevent the encroachment by a big com-
bine such as is now threatening the
freedom of the workers. Outside of this
p ropo sed curtailment of the areas of land
held by the combine, what else have the

Labour Government done to improve or
ameliorate the condition of the workers
in this great industry ?

THE MINISTER FOR MINESa (Hon. W.
D. JOHNSON) : Would you urge a reduc-
tion of railway freights ?

Mu. A. J. WILSON: I have not urged
a reduction of railway freights; but I
have urged that on this question at all
events, if the Government are really
interested in the welfare of the workers,
it is about time they made some inquiry
into the matter, to prove whether there
is any justificattion for reducing the
freights, whether these workers or this
industry are entitled to any considera-
tion. i say uuthesitatingly, it. was not
the duty of this Government to treat the
whole question with silent contempt, and
to ignore the almost unanimous request
of the workers in that industry for an
inquiry. The workers did not ask for
concessions, but merely for investigation
into the actual position of the industry,
with a view, if possible, to some remedy
and some improvement in the industrial
conditions. I may say it is significant,
and only in keeping with the manner in
which the Government have treated the
timber industry, that they should refer
in the Governor's Speech only to the
developments in the wining, agricultural,
and pastoral industries as being sub-
stantial and of a gratifying nature, and
giving indications of progress in the

future. Probably Ministers knew nothing
atall about the timber industry; and if
so, it is additional evidence of the fact
that they ought to bave made an inquiry.
Dealing with the question of land values
taxation and exemptions. I may say T am
an uncompromising supporter of no
exemptions. One of the ideals I have
always fought for has been the securing
of equality of opportunity for every
person in the community. But I think
that the natural corollary to equality of
opportunity is equality of burden; that
the poor man as well as the rich should
bear his share of public burdens; that
the man who owns five acres should bear
his share of taxation as well as the man
who owns 600 or 6,000 acres. I think
it is absolutely inconsistent with the
ideas and aims of the Labour party
asa, party to advocate class taxation in
the nature of a proposal for a tax on lanid
values with a £400 exemption; a proposal
which I believe would put a tax on 13

Fper cent. of the landholding community
and allow the remaining 87 per cent. to)
go absolutely free. Of course it is scarcely
to be expected that I should be found in
agreement with the member for West
Perth (Mr. Morana) on such a matter,
although I seconded his amendment.

Mu. MoRAN: I am not opposed to the
principle, but say the money is not
wanted.

MR. A. J. WILSON: I quite under-
stand; but I am dealing with the question
of exemptions. I am certainly opposed
to raising this money merely to make up
deficits or to carry on the administration.
In this matter we should always study
financial economy. I say we ought to
keep the administration of Parliament
and the State within fair and reasonable
bounds; and we should not always spend
just as much as we can drag out of the
people. If we are to put a tax on land
values, we should not, if we raise £200,000
or £400,000, take advantage of that to
pursue a reckless administrative and
public works policy. If we initiate land
values taxation and an income tax for the
purpose of swelling the funds available
for the ship of State. we shall act very
unwisely. Hut if weimpose atax on land
values for the purposes of bringing into
use suitable agricultural lands, and of
appropriating for the general requi re-
ments some of that value created by the
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whole of the people, and we find ourselves
piling up revenue, we must relieve the
people in some other direction. That
seems to me absolutely inevitable. [MEM-
BER: How?] When we find what we
receive from the taxes on land and
incomes, when we find how much we
have received] in excess of our actual
requirements, we shall then be able to
judge in what way other taxes can be
reduced so as to relieve the taxpayer.
I am bound to take exception to the
recent reshuiffle in the Ministerial dove-
cote. I do so. not because I think that
the men who are put in are less able
than the men put out, but because I
think that the methods adopted in this
connection by the Premier were utterly
unworthy of any self-respecting member
of the Rouse. I say that to have done
what the Prigmier did in this matter is
certainly something that would cause the
average person to have no confidence in
the administration of a gentleman who
would do as he did. Particularly in Mr.
Holnmns case we have evidence of some-
thing which would be an inducement to
shako one's confidence in the ability of
the gentleman who, for the present time,
is leader of the Labour party. We find
Mffr. Holman is allowed to go away to his
constituency and address his constituents
as Minister of the Crown, and at a time
when the leader of the Government knew
that be and his colleague (the Colonial
Secretary) were to be jettisoned out of
the Ministry. In all fairness to Mr.
Holmnan and to his colleague, the least
the Premier could have done was to have
communicated with them and said, " I
believe my, Ministry can be strengthened,
if you two gentlemen would retire, by
the inclusion of two other members of
the House." I venture to ay that if the
Premier had gone to these men in this
way, theyv were sufficiently p)atriotic
Labour men in the interests of the party
to have voluntarily resigned, instead of
being chucked out in the dirty and
mean way they were. This, at 'any rate,
shows a characteristic of the gentleman
who is leader of the party' which would
lead me at all events to have no confi-
dence in him as a leader. In addition,
talking into consideration that his policy,
as a policy, is one with which I am not
in harmony, and that it is in con-
travention of the principles I placed

before my constituents 12 months ago, I
find it absolutely impossible to sup-
port him and the policy contained in
the Governor's Speech ; and in these
circumstances I feel justified in seconding
the amendment of the member for West
Perth. In view of the chllenge thrown
out by the Premier, and not being willing
to adopt everything in the Governor's
Speet-h, I feel amply justified in taking
the stand I have taken. At a11 events I
have been consistent throughout my
political career towards the Government.
I am actuated, not by any personal
spleen or petty animosity to any member
of the House, but by what I believe to be
conscientious and straightforward prin-
c:iples; and whatever the consequences of
my action inay be, I will bow at any time
to the will of the people I have the

Ihonour to represent in this House.
Ms. C. C. KEYSER (Albhany) : I

desire to speak at the present time in
order that I may follow the member for
Forrest in so far as, being a Labour
member. I find it my duty to stay here
and support the Government, while he
finds it his duty to vote against the

I Government on this no-confidence motion.
He has given his reasons for doing so. I
shall endeavour to give mine. I should
like to review the position from the
beginning. After the last general election
22 Labour members were returned, and
practically 24 members were returned to
support the then Premier (Mr. James),
and there were four Independents. When
the vote had been taken we found that
the Independents were not prepared, or
could not see their way clear, to sup-

Iport the James Government. The only
natural result when the James Govern-
muent had been voted out was that the
Labour party, being the stronger party,
took office with the voluntary support of
the Independents. We must remember
tbat, so far as the country was concerned,
the issue before the people was very
clear. It was a question of a Labour
Government or government by the James
Government. What did we find? The
people sent in 22 members in fqvour of the
Labour principles and 28 against them.
So far as the country was concerned.
it spoke strongly against the Labour
party taking the reins of office. Then
why were the Labour party, seeing they
were in the minority, allow ed to take the
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reins of officelp Why were they given
the opportunity to do so P Simply
because, though the country' had spoken
against them, there was some personal
antagonism between the Independents
and the then Government; and rather
than that there should be a coalition
between the James Government and the
Independents and rather than bow to the
wishes of the State, those members were
content to allow that personal spleen to
separate them and see another party in
power.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. memaber is
not in order in making that statement.

Ma. KEYSER: I withdraw it;
although I think it is the ease.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member
must withdraw it in an unqualified
manner.

MR. KEYSER: I withdraw. Seeing
that the Labour party took office with
the support of the Independents, some
exception has been taken that they have
not tried to carry their Labour policy in
full, that they have not in its purity
tried to place it on the statute-book.
How could the Labour party, in face of
the fact that the State had spoken against
them, make any endeavour to place their
platform in its purity on the statute-
book? They could not possibly do it.
There was practically a coalition between
the Independents and the present Gov-
ernment. I take it that it is a maxim
of coalition economy that there should be
equality of sacrifice. Where we have two
parties amalgamated for the purpose of
having stableGovern ment, one party gives
wayandtheotherparty gives way also; and
that was tbe arrangement made. The
Government agreed to give away so much
of their policy, to tune down their plat-
form, and the Independents on the other
hand agreed to tune down their conser-
vatism. [MR. CONNOR: Oh!1] That was
the exact position. Personally I do not
think anything else could have been done.
How was it possible for 22 members to
carry on Government unless the Inde-
pendents helped them? The Independ-
ents stated they were not willing to help
the Government unless their views were
considered; and thmt is how the Govern-
ment have carried on up to date. The
member for Forrest said that he thought
the present position was intolerable; and
the leader of the Opposition said that the

present position was an outrage against
the principles of responsible government.
I think the leader of the Opposition was
stating what is correct. I agree with
him in toto that the present position is an
outrage against the ideas of responsible
government, and personally I think the
sooner a period is put to the present con-
dition of affairs the better it will be.
[MR. CONNOR: Go to the country.] I
would rather see the Independents as a
party come over to the present Govern-
ment, and a coalition take place between
them. Let them adopt a common plat-
form to which both parties give assent, and
let us have stable government. If they
cannot agree to that, then let the Inde-
pendents go over and join the Opposition
as a body. [MR. Ennons: We won't
have them.) If the Independents are not
prepared to do that, I quite agree with
the member for Forrest that there should
be a dissolution. I am perfectly agree-
able to take part in a vote that will bring
about a dissolution. [MR. BOLTON;
Hear, hear. Never mind the cost to the
country.] I do not think the member
for North Fremantle is considering the
country; he is considering himself; and
while my position at Albany may not be
too secure, for I have no mortgage
on the seat, I would far rather lose
my seat in order that we might have
stable government than remain in the
House under present conditions. The
member for Forrest said he was against
the construction of the Pilban'a Railway
by private enterprise, and also that it
was against the platform lately adopted
by Congress. I may say thatno shibboleth
of private enterprise or of socialism will
ever prevent me from supporting any
principle which in my opinion would
be in tbe interests of the State. I am
not wedded to the goddess of socialism
or of private enterprise. I would not
make it a fetish of either principle.
I believe that time and circumstance
alone decide the advisableness of
adopting either principle. On the Oppo-
sition side there are members who are
afraid of socialism under some circumn-
stances, and who worship private enter-
prise. I believe in monopolies being
nationalised. for this reason: whilst I
believe in private enterprise, it cannot
exist unless there is opportunity. If
you have trustism or monopolism you



Address-in-reply: [20 JULY, 190.5.] Amaendments. 315

cannot have opportunity for private enter-
prise. For the State to nationalise mono-
polies does not interfere in any degree with
private enterprise. [MRt. FRANK WILSON:
What about commercialismi] Yes; Sir
John Forrest's commercialism. The
member for Forrest stated that the
Premier had not followed in full
the Labour platform, and because of
that he bad spoken strongly against
the Premier on various platforms of
the State, and had called the Premier
a renegade and political traitor, and
had said he was mean and contemptible.
The Premier challenged the member for
Forrest, as he had thus spbken of
him, to go a step farther and vote
against the Government. And I ask,
could any hon. member take a posi-
tion other than the position the Premier
has taken up? Instead of its being a
cowardly act on the part of the Premier
to challenge the member for Forrest, it
was dishonourable and cowardly on the
part of the member for Forrest.

Mu. SPEARER: The hon. member is
transgressing the rules of the House in
using those words.

MR. KEYSERt: The hon. member
used those words.

MR. SPEAKER: I understand the
hon. member is accusing the member for
Forrest of dishonourable conduct. If he
does so he must withdraw.

MR. KEYSER: I withdraw. What I
said was that the hon. member accused
the Premier of being cowardly, and said
the Premier challenged him to leave this
party, as according to the pledge when a
question of the fate of the Government
was brought forward he bad to vote with
the Government. I said I thought it
was cowardly to some extent, or al1together,
on the part of the member for Forrest to
bide himself behind that pledge, yet on
the public platform to attack the Premier
as he had done. For the Premier to ask
the member for Forrest to carry out the
logical conclusion of his talk on the plat-
form and cross the floor of the House
was the only position any honourable
Premier could take up.

MR. FOULKES: Has the Premier power
to grant absolution ?

MR. KEYSER: When a member feels
himself out of touch with his leader and
his party, and considers that his party is
wrong and that he is right, he ought to

take up the position of either crossing
the floor of the House or resigning his
seat and contesting it again against the
paft If I found that I considered my
party violated their pledges as a, party, I
should not hesitate for one moment to
resign my seat and contest it again

agist the party who I considered were
breakIing their pledges. The member
for Forrest has referred to the Midland
Railway. The Cabinet decided after
viewing the evidence they could get, to
bring the matter before Parliament, and
decided to support the purchase; but
the member for Forrest should have
told the House that Cabinet absolved
members from supporting the proposal
unless they thought it the right thing to
do. The Premier gave the member for
Forrest thoroughly to understand this;
he knew the position well; yet in his
place in the House the hon. member
tried to lead Parliament to believe that
the Premier was going to make this a. test
of life, and that when it came to a vote
the Premier could claim the vote of the
member for Forrest. I may inform
members that such is not the case. With
regard to the timber industry, the member
for Forrest complained that the Govern-
ment had not done anything at all to
look into the timber industry and try to
devise means to place the industryi on
favourable terms. On ftefrst things
the Government did was to appoint a
select committee to inquire into the
timber industry of the State. The
committee held meetings, and went into
the question thoroughly. The member for
Forrestwas the convener of the meetings;
but the evidence obtained by that com-
mittee might have led them to report
that the only solution of the difficulty
meant a reduction of wages. For that
reason probably, a report was never sub-
mitted to the House. The member for
Forrest stated that he did not believe in
in an exemption in the land tax, because
he believed in equality of burden. I
believe exemptions in aL land tax do
mean equality of burden. If a man
owns 200 acres of land and gets from
that the bare necessaries of life, and an-
other man owns 400 acres of land and
gets more than the necessities of life from
it, for both to be taxed means that there
is an inequality of sacrifice, because one
is taxed on the necessaries of life and
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the other is taxed on money that he

Could put away or invest. To come to
the question of the amendment by the
member for West Perth, I think we
might for the moment consider the
position. A conference was held the
other day between the Government sup-
porters an0 the Independents, and accord-
ing to the printed result of that
conference, which appeared in the news-
papers and which is public property now,
so that I shall not be tied in any way in
referring to it, we had this fact : the
member for West Perth wanted to get
the position of Premier of the Labour
party, and failing the position of
Premier, he was willing to be included
as an honorary Minister of the Daglish
Government.

MR. H. OREGn:y Who suggested
that ?

MR. KEYSER: Never mind who
suggested it.

MR. FRNKx WILSON: Why did he
want to be honorary ?

MR. KEYSER: I believe the reason
was that he did not want to face his
electors. The fact remains he wanted to
become an honorary member of the
Government. What did that carry with
it? It carried this: had he become an
honorary member of the Ministry he
would have been pledged to the policy as
delivered by the Premier at Subiaco,
he would have become a party to
it. What did we find last might after
the member for West Perth had 'been
rejected? We find him condemning the
policy of the Government to the utmost,
saying practically, in the words of the
leader of the Opposition, that it was a
reckless gallop policy. He said that the
Premier when propoundiug his policy
had no idea of where the money was
coming from. I venture to say the
leader of the Opposition's charge against
the Government paled into insignificance
in the light of the charge delivered by
the member for West Perth. Yet this
very member who so sharply criticised
the Government and tried as he did to
hold them up to ridicule, was the very
member who wanted to become an
honorary Minister. The leader of the
Opposition stated daring his speech that
he doubted the sincerity of the Premier.
I think we have some cause for doubting
the sincerity of the leaoder of the hide-

pendent party. The position now appears
to me to be this: after not being suc-
cessful in getting into this Ministry, the
member for West Perth is now prepared
or he baa gone so far as to mnove practi-
cally a vote of no-confidence in the Goy.
erment. He was prepared to johi the
Ministry, and because it would not have
him he has gone so far as to move a vote
of want of confidence in the Government.
What does that mean ?

Mu. A. E. THOMAS: Who would not
have it?

MR. KEYSER: The. Labour party.
MR. THOMAS: Tell what did occur.

I will tell the House what did occur, and
your speech will be amongst the number.

MR. KEYSERt: You are at liberty to
do that. As a matter of fact I did nxot
speak.

MR. THOMAS: I flatly deny that. You
were the first speaker at the conference.

M a. Cosmos: And the worst.
Mn. SPEAKER: The member for

Kimberley is out of order in making a,
remark when he is not in his place.

MR. KEYSER: What I have stated
is absolutely the fact. The report that
appeared in the newspaper was written by
the Premier and the leader of the Indepen-
dent party, the member for West Perth,
who will bear my statement out. If we
had accepted the hon. member as honorary
Minister he was willing to support the
Govermnent and keep them in power.

IBecause he was not accepted, he does
Inot want the Government to reign any
longer.

MR. FOULKES : Was he willing to
Icarry out the platformF

MR. KEYSER: The fact that he was
willing to become an honorary Minister
cairnes that, because he would have been
only one in seven, and the policy of the
Ministry, had already been propounded.

MR. A. E. THOMAS: You say you did
not speak at the conference?

MR. KEYSER: That has nothing to
do with the question. The position is
this I take it, that either thelhon. member
must put this Government out, and if he
does not succeed in that, the Indepen-
dents must support the Opposition in
putting the Government out.

Ilk. R. 0. BuRGES: We won't have
them.



AJdrPRR-itl-re'ply:r2 .riv10)jAmnbefa

MR. KEYSERt: Because if they are
unsuccessful in the position they take
against the Government, and it is a posi-
tion to get rid of us, how can they
logically vote in favour of retaining us
here after they have failed in their mis-
sion ? And another position that appeals
to me is this. How, after trying to
retain this Government in power, can
they logically put in power those in
opposition to this rfly?' That is the
position. I? think the only iog-cal end of
such a state of affairs must be an appeal
to the country as soon as possible, and T
hope it will come. As regards this en-
couragemtent of immigration, our popu-
lation. during the last four years has
increased by 70,000. which is over a
quarter of our entire population, and it
is a question, notwithstanding this large
increase, whether our unemployed to-day
are more numerous than four years ago.
T very much doubt whether they are.
What does it prove? It proves. that
Western Australia, with a large area of
country, roughly a million square miles,
a country sixteen times larger than
England and Wales, with large quantities
of excellent land, with a, beautiful and
varied climate, with a sure rainfall, with
a climate practically free from drought,
is able to absorb an imnmense population,
and for that reason I think every
endeavour should be made by this Govern-
meat to attract immigrants to our shores.
Personally I am not against steps being
taken that. will assure to Western Aus-
tralia. a large influx of population. I think
we can absorb all who comielere. In fact.
it would be a calamity with our large
area. of land if we could not support more
than 250,000 people. The thing is
absurd. I tako it we have enough land
sufficiently good not only to give employ-
ment to 250,000 but to four million or five
million; and that is what is required.
We have a, certain market for all we are
able to produce, and a growing market,
in face of the fact that so many people
are coming to Western Australia, but in
addition to that we have a market in the
old countrv, an inexhaustible market when
we remember thatthe old country annually
imports grain and flour to the extent of
£270,000,000, meat £30,000,000, dairy
produce £60,000,000, fruit and wine
£20,000,000, and when also we remember
that very shortly not only shall we

bave the right to participate in this
market, but a preferential right. Surely
this ought to be a strong induce-
ment to the legislators of this State
to settle our lands. I venture to say
that unless this State or the Com-
monwealth in general solves the problem
of population, our fate Will be that
of the ancient civilisations of Assyria,
and Egypt, Greece, and Rome. We
are practically the only State in the
Commonwealth making any headway so
far as population is concerned: The
population of the Commonwealth is going
down; and we must remember that al-
though gold has contributed largely to
this State, the continued prosperity of
any country is ultimately based upon its
agriculture. For that reason I agree
with the mentb er for West Perth (Mr.
Moran) in this respect. and in this
respect only, that we ought to do
our very utmost to encourage popula-
tion. [Win. F. CONNOR: Abolish Parlia-
ment. That is what you ought to do.]
I venture to say it would be one of the
best things that could happen to this
State, if Parliament shut up for five years,
if we passed no farther legislation, but
rave our Ministers opportunity to ad-
minister their departmenits, and also gave
the people an assurance that there would
be no farther experimental legislation for
that period. Now I wish to touach on the
subject of the finances for a. moment. I
think that the fact that we have a deficit
at the present timie is highly unsatialactory.
I hold that with a revenue of 32 millions
and a population of only 250,000 the
Government ought to be able to administer
the affairs of the country so as to keep
within their revenue. I do not think
there is any justification at all with wise
and capable legislation for a deficit to
appear in this State on any one year.
The Premier stated that there would nt
be a deficit this year under capable
administration, and I think there has
been capable administration. The only
reason why there has been a deficit is
that the Premier anticipated getting from
the copper smelting returns £75,000,
which he was led by his responsible
offi-ers to expect, whereas lie only received
£29,000. This goes to show that had
his officers been correct, had he received
this amount, there would not have been
a deficit. [Miz. B uncis: Who is to bla-me
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for that?.] I take it the officers concerned.
(MR. BURGER:No. Is not the Minister for
'Mines?] Not the Minister for Mines, who
is governed entirely by his officers' reports
and estimates. But the fact remains that
whosoever fault it was there was a.
deficit. [MRu. BURGER: if you look up
Haneard you will see that mentioned last
year.] I think stops will have to be
taken to place our finances in a sound

position, and so convinced am I that the
State ought to be in a sound financial

position, that unless this Government, if
it remains in power, is able to grapple
with the question, is able to get a
knowledge of detail, and to proceed along
the lines of sound finance and leave the
State with a surplus, I am not prepared
to support it any longer. [MR. RAsoN :
Hear, hear.] (Interjection by Mr.
-Connor.) I am not so much under the
whip as the Independents are. I know
the Independents are very solid. They
do as their leader tells them. But to get
on. I believe that our present adminis-
trators are quite capable of grappling
with the position. Some members have
expressed their want of confidence in the
Premier amd his Ministers. [Ma. F.
CoNon: You did not do that in caucus?]
Let me say that the majority of the
party, with the exception, I think, of oily
three, have expressed their fullest con-
fidence in the Premier and the Ministry.
I think those against the Premier ought
to cross the floor of the Rouse. I
thoroughly agree with the member for
Forrest (Mr. A. J. Wilson) that party
government has proved a failure, ioct
only in Western Australia but through-
out the Commonwealth. It has proved
a failure in the Federal Parliament; it
has proved a failure in Queensland
practically; it is about to prove a failure
in South Australia; aud it is a failure.
Aire. [MEMBHER: What is the reason?]
One reason is that we have three
parties, and that is not the only'
reason, another being that if a, Ministry
brings certain measures before the House
the followers of that Ministry have to
support them, or if they do not suipport
them cross the floor of the House, and
that might be the means of putting out a
Government which would give themn four-
fifths of their political beliefs, and putting
in a Government which would only give
them three-fifths. Party government

or any system of government which will
compel any r-epresentative to vote against
his best judgment, against his conscience,
is, on the face of it, wrong. [M R. F.
CowNon: Then why are you a member of
the Labour party,?] That is what party
government does. I do not see any reason
why we cannot carry on our business
the same as does the Legislative Council.
We donotfind parties there. That Council
may be elected on a limited franchise, but
the difference between the Legislative
Assembly and the Legislative Council is
that in the Council no pressure is
brought to bear on any member to vote
against his judgmet- [MR. H. BROWNr:
You are admitting your weakness there]
-and the esme principle applies in the
municipal councils and roads boards, that
whenever a question is submitted to a
council or road board it is settled, I
think, invariably upon its merits. But
what do we find in this HouseP We
find that a question is not settled upon
its merits.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member is
not in order in reflecting upon the
House.

,Ax. KEYSER: I say then that party
government practically prohibits on many
occasions a matter from being settled
on its merits; that a man must 'be true
to his party. [MA. HARRY BROWN: That
is one of your sworn pledges.] What I
contend is that when measures are con-
sidered in this House they ought to be
considered irrespective of partyisin and
judged entirely on their merits ; and T
think the time will come, and come very
shortly, when the members of this House
will elect their own Ministers; and not
only that., but when measures submitted
to the House will be decided by the
majority. If that were done to-day.
we would not have this wrangling after
office and wrangling about considering
a no-confidence motion. There would
be no need for it. Every measure then
would be decided upon its merits, and if
we put such a measure, say, as the non-
alienation of lands before the House, and
a majority decided against it, the matter
would be settled. But it will not be
settled now, The next Government that
may come in during a session-and there
may be three or four Governments-cawn
again introduce that very measure, and
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hour after hour be wasted in discussing
it. I hope that the amendment will not
be carried, because I no not think it is an
hunourable way of disposing of the
present position.

On motion by MR. FRAYS WILSON.
debate adjourned.

ASSENT TO DILL.
Message received from the Governor,

assenting to Supply Bill.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 10 o'clock,

until the next Tuesday.

irgizilatibe qtUormbtb!,
Tuesday, .25ik July, 190$.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS.
NIL. MORAN, MR. FIElIKE.

MR. C. J, MORAN (West Perth): As
a matter of privilege. I desire the indul-
gence of Mr. Speaker and of the House
in first expressing my regret tbat the
member for Kataning (Ron. P. H.

Piesse) is not to-day here in his scat.
The other evening, when I was absent,
he made an unfounded charge against me
in connection with the recent political
situation. I spoke to him about that
charge; and I consider he ought to be
here this afternoon to hear me or to make
his own explanation. But I take this
opportunity of stating that he, in the
conclusion of his speech in this House,
made a pathetic appeal to the effect that
his heart. was bleeding because-

MR. SPEAKER: I should like to
draw the hon. member's attention to the
fact that on a point of privilege he is not
within his province in attaching another
member. The hon. member may make
an explanation.

MR. MORAN; That is what I am
doing, and that is my sole object. It is

ipsible for me to make an explanation
wtot recounting the hon. member's

expression, with which I entirely disagree,
and which I resent. The member for
Katanning Said that it made his heart
bleed to see the degradation attendant on
the political intriguing of a. certain party
in this House, and particularly on the in-
triguing of the leader of that party. There
was no doubt in anybody's mind as to
whom he referred. He made that per-
fectly clear. The bon. member accused
me of endeavourin to intrigue for office
in this country and this House. I give
that a fiat contradiction, and State that I
have never intrigued, that I have never
approached anybody to ask for office,
that no one in this Chamber can with
justice accuse me of asking for office;
that, on the contrary, so unjust is the
accusation of the hon. member that on
the morning when the leader of the
Opposition (Mr. Rason) called his caucus
to consider the moving of his want-of-
confidence amendment, the member for
Katanning himself approached me in the
Reading-room of this House and asked
me, for the sake of the personal friend-
ship between us and for the sake of the
old days when we worked and fought
together, to accept a portfolio from the
(Opposition) side of the House, whose
cause he was advocating. That is the
gentleman who accuses me of political
intriguing. He approached vue-I do
not know whether or not he was author-
ised. I think I am entitled at the present
moment to say he was not. His leader

[2-5 JULY, 1905.] Mr. Moran.


